Presidential  group 
slams  les/gay 
adoption 

Right  wing  Task  Force  promotes 
pro-family  abortion  '‘alternative,  ”  but 
queers  need  not  apply 


By  Chris  Bull 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Gay  men  and 
lesbians  “should  not  be  supported”  in  their 
efforts  to  adopt  children,  according  to  the 
Presidential  Task  Force  On  Adoption’s 
Dec.  4  preliminary  report. 

The  Task  Force,  criticized  from  its  incep¬ 
tion  in  August  £is  a  front  for  the  right-wing 
agenda,  recommended  that  restrictions  in 
state  adoption  laws  be  eased.  An  August 
press  release  from  the  Task  Force  admitted 
that  it  is  “especially  committed  to  infant 
adoption  as  an  alternative  [to  abortion]  for 
pregnant  women.” 

“This  is  clearly  a  bone  thrown  to  the 
right  wing.  It  fits  neatly  into  their  pro- 
family,  emti-abortion  agenda,”  said  Urvashi 
Vaid  of  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task 
Force  (NGLTF). 

The  Presidential  Task  Force  is  made  up  of 
12  Reagan  appointees  from  the  Departments 
of  Justice,  Health  and  Human  Services  and 
Defense,  among  others.  Task  Force  member 
Gary  Bauer,  head  of  the  White  House  Dom¬ 
estic  Policy  Council,  recently  said  that  most 
Americans  find  homosexuality  “deeply  of¬ 
fensive.”  Bauer  made  the  remark  in  a  letter 
to  Health  and  Human  Services  Secretary 
Otis  Bowen,  asking  him  to  support  the 
Helms  Amendment,  which  would  prohibit 
AIDS  educational  funds  to  organizations 
that  “promote  homosexuality.”  Bauer  also 
favors  a  constitutional  amendment  banning 
abortion. 

In  order  to  promote  adoption  as  an  “al¬ 
ternative”  to  abortion,  the  Task  Force 
recommended  numerous  changes  in  state 
laws  governing  adoption,  including: 
•addressing  bureaucratic  inertia  in 
foster  care  and  adoption  programs 
•a  public  information  campaign 
stressing  successful  military  adoptive 
families 

•“allowing”  transracial  adoption, 
although  it  is  “preferrable  to  place  a 
child  in  a  family  with  a  similar  racial 
background” 

•prohibiting  discrimination  based  on 
marital  status,  age  or  handicap 
•requiring  “abortion  counseling,”  to 
women  under  the  age  of  21 .  The  Task 
Force  claims,  in  an  Aug.  24  “Fact 
Sheet,”  counseling  “allows  an  un¬ 
married  girl  under  21  to  have  an  effec¬ 
tive  choice  between  abortion  and  giv¬ 
ing  birth.” 

“It  is  not  surprising  that  proponents  of 
homophobic  adoption  policies  promote 
laws  that  harrass  young  women  making 
decisions  about  abortion.  Once  again  we  see 
a  coming-together  of  sexually  oppressive 
policies,”  said  Marlene  Fried  of  Reproduc¬ 
tive  Rights  Network  of  Boston  (R2N2). 
Fried  explained  that  respectable  agencies 
such  as  Planned  Parenthood  already  pro¬ 


vide  “voluntary”  counseling  and  that  laws 
requiring  counseling  represent  “the  harass¬ 
ment  of  young  women.” 

Jeff  Levi,  executive  director  of  NGLTF, 
told  GCN  that  the  proposal  to  make  adop¬ 
tion  easier  for  most  people  but  more  dif¬ 
ficult  for  gay  men  and  lesbians  is  “an  in¬ 
herent  contradiction  —  although  the  right 
wing  seems  comfortable  with  contradictions 
in  everything  that  they  do.” 

According  to  Roberta  Achtenberg,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  the  Lesbian  Rights  Pro¬ 
ject  in  San  Francisco,  the  Task  Force’s 
recommendations  could  hurt  efforts  to 
make  gay  and  lesbian  adoption  easier.  Many 
states,  she  said,  technically  should  allow  gay 
men  and  lesbians  to  adopt  but  are  held  back 
by  administrators  influenced  by  stereotypes 
and  prejudices.  The  right  wing  is  exploiting 
these  prejudices  and  stereotypes  at  a  time 
when  the  community  is  vulnerable,  she  said. 
Achtenburg  authored  a  22-page  report  de¬ 
bunking  the  many  “myths”  about  gay  and 
lesbian  parenting,  which  was  submitted  for 
the  Task  Force’s  consideration  in  October. 

Achtenburg’s  report  explains  that  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  best  research  available  on  the 
subject,  lesbian  and  gay  parents  “are  as 
qualified  as  heterosexuals  to  parent 
children....  It  is  crucial  that  this  be 
understood  if  society  is  to  avoid  relying  on 
prejudice,  misunderstanding  and 
stereotype,  to  the  detriment  of  not  only  the 
homosexual  seeking  to  parent  but,  more  im¬ 
portantly,  to  the  child  in  need  of  that 
parent’s  love  and  home.”  Achtenburg 
challenged  several  “myths”  about  lesbian 
and  gay  parents,  including  that  they  are 
child  molesters,  they  raise  homosexual 
children,  they  risk  giving  children  AIDS  and 
their  children  are  subject  to  social 
stigmatization.  The  Task  Force’s  prelimi¬ 
nary  report  does  not  address  these  issues;  it 
simply  states  that  homosexual  adoption 
“should  not  be  supported.” 

Carol  Brill,  director  of  the  Massachusetts 
chapter  of  the  National  Association  of 
Social  Workers,  told  GCN  that  she  “could 
not  imagine”  how  the  Task  Force  could  sup¬ 
port  its  assertions  since  “almost  all 
evidence”  indicates  that  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  make  excellent  parents.  “Our  position 
is  that  gay  men  and  lesbians  should  be  look¬ 
ed  at  as  individuals.  Trusting  children  to 
them  should  be  no  different  than  trusting 
children  to  any  other  group  in  the  popula¬ 
tion.”  She  said  that  the  Task  Force’s  anti¬ 
gay  stance  is  particularly  upsetting  in  •an  age 
when  many  children  —  especially  handicap¬ 
ped  children  —  are  not  being  adopted.  “The 
best  way  to  increase  the  pool  of  adopting 
parents  is  by  dealing  with  stereotypes  about 
gay  and  lesbian  people,”  she  said. 

The  Task  Force’s  recommendations  are 
Continued  on  page  1 1 


Progressives  toast  Coors’ 


concessions 

Despite  new  promises  from  the  brewer  to  clean  up 
discriminatory  practices,  some  boycotters  remain  skeptical 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

BOSTON  —  Three  months  after  the 
AFL-CIO  called  an  end  to  the  Coors  beer 
boycott,  Boston  City  Councillor  David 
Scondras  has  announced  his  satisfaction 
with  further  brewery  reforms.  Scondras,  a 
key  organizer  of  the  boycott  in  New  Eng¬ 
land,  claimed  during  a  recent  press  con¬ 
ference  that  he  joins  Black,  lesbian,  gay  and 
labor  leaders  in  agreeing  to  settle  the 
thirteen-year-long  dispute. 

Acknowledging  that  he  is  not  personally 
“making  or  breaking  the  boycott,”  Scon¬ 
dras  nonetheless  applauded  Coors’  perfor¬ 
mance  and  implied  there  is  support  in  the 
lesbian/gay  community  for  the  decision  to 
terminate  the  boycott.  He  cited  a  new  cor¬ 
porate  antidiscrimination  policy  as  one  fac¬ 
tor  in  his  decision,  along  with  a  host  of  pro¬ 
mises  by  Coors  to  change  other  unjust  prac¬ 
tices.  In  calling  for  a  reassessment  of  the 


David  Scondras 


boycott,  Scondras  urged  continuing  mon¬ 
itoring  of  the  company’s  labor  policies. 

“We  have  shown  once  again,”  Scondras 
said,  “that  boycotts  work.  1  want' to  con¬ 
gratulate  the  many  individuals  and  groups 
who  chose  to  stand  in  solidarity,  pressing 
Coors  for  reform  on  all  of  our  issues.” 

Other  anti-Coors  activists,  some  still 
rankled  by  the  AFL-ClO’s  withdrawal  from 
the  boycott,  expressed  skepticism  about 
Scondras’  pronouncement.  Gerry  Scoppet- 
tuolo,  a  gay  activist  and  major  organizer  of 
the  Coors  boycott  in  Boston,  said  “Great 
care  has  to  be  taken  that  all  constituencies 
involved  have  a  say  in  ending  the  boycott. 
Visible  gay  organizations  could  have  been 
consulted.  If  there’s  a  true  way  to  monitor 
Coors,  I’d  support  an  end  to  the  boycott, 
but  not  until  it’s  clear  how  the  commitments 
are  being  honored.” 

The  Coors  company  has  been  accused  of 
homophobic,  racist  and  sexist  practices  and 
has  been  lambasted  by  organized  labor  for 
alleged  union  busting  since  the  early  1970s. 
Coors  also  has  supported  extreme  rightwing 
groups  like  Phyllis  Schlafly’s  Eagle  Forum 
and  the  John  Birch  Society.  And  Joseph 
Coors  admitted  in  the  recent  Iran-Contra 
hearings  that  he  made  a  large  contribmion 
to  the  Nicaraguan  contras.  According  to 
Scondras  and  other  local  community 
spokespersons  —  including  Scondras  aide 
Gary  Dotterman,  labor  leader  Dominic  Boz- 
zotto  and  Boston  City  Coucc.l  President 
Bruce  Bolling  —  many  of  tl.:se  ills  have 
been  redressed  by  Coors.  They  .redit  the  ap¬ 
parent  reforms  to  the  economi  j  le  erage  ap¬ 
plied  by  a  broad-based  coalition  of  pro¬ 
testers.  Dotterman  especially  noted  the 
boycott’s  significance  in  labor  history  as  a 
precedei.  setting  demonstration  of  les¬ 
bian/gay  economic  clout. 

Coors  has  promised  a  handful  of  new 
concessions  since  the  company’s  settlement 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“What  other  minority  is  so  deeply  dislik¬ 
ed  that  even  their  own  family  would  choose 
to  legislate  against  them?” 

—  John  P.  Tansey,  cousin  of  con¬ 
servative  Mass.  Sen.  Arthur  Lewis,  Jr. 
(D-Jarnaica  Plain).  Lewis  opposes  the  state 
gay  rights  bill  and  chairs  the  Committee  on 
Third  Reading  which  continues  to  stall  the 
measure.  Tansey  told  the  Boston  Globe  he 
decided  last  week  to  come  out  as  a  gay  man 
to  his  family  and  the  press  because  he  has 
suffered  from  anti-gay  discrimination,  he 
fully  supports  gay  rights  legislation  and  he 
believes  his  cousin  should  release  the  bill 
from  committee.  Lewis  responded  publicly 
that  Tansey ’s  remarks  will  not  affect  his 
determination  to  kill  the  bill.  □ 

NY  med  schools 
condemn  AIDS 
phobia 

NEW  YORK  —  Deans  of  13  New  York 
State  medical  colleges  have  formulated  a 
policy  which  would  dismiss  any  faculty 
member,  resident,  or  medical  student  who 
refuses  to  treat  a  person  with  AIDS  (PWA). 
According  to  The  Chronicle  of  Higher 
Education,  this  policy  is  believed  to  be  the 
first  in  the  country  which  requires  disciplin¬ 
ary  action  for  refusal  to  treat  PWAs.  Under 
the  policy,  medical  students,  interns,  and 
residents  who  refuse  to  give  treatment  will 
be  expelled  from  their  schools  or  training 
programs.  Physicians  who  do  likewise  will 
lose  their  faculty  appointments  and  be 
dismissed  from  affiliated  teaching  hospitals. 

Frank  Jones,  executive  director  of  the 
Associated  Medical  Schools  of  New  York, 
said  that  although  no  state  medical  faculty 
or  students  have  refused  to  treat  PWAs, 
“the  deans  determined  that  we  need  to  go 
out  in  front  and  make  an  unequivocal  state¬ 
ment  about  the  responsibility  of  academic 
health  centers.” 

□  Nancy  De  Luca 

Reaching  out  with 
AIDS  services  for 
gay  deaf  community 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  Rainbow 
Deaf  Society  (RDS)  has  called  for  an  AIDS 
outreach  program  to  the  gay  deaf  communi¬ 
ty.  This  program  would  work  with  AIDS 
groups,  provide  sign  language  interpreters, 
and  coordinate  referrals  with  community 
agencies  to  assure  full  services  for  deaf  peo¬ 
ple. 

According  to  the  Bay  Area  Reporter,  the 
early  phase  of  the  program  will  focus  on 
consultation  and  training  of  RDS  staff 
members  by  existing  AIDS  organizations.  A 
committee  will  be  selected  to  research  and 
develop  community  services. 

These  plans  were  announced  at  the  10th 
Convention  of  the  Rainbow  Alliance  of  the 
Deaf  in  Ft.  Lauderdale,  Florida,  where  250 
gay  men  and  lesbians  gathered  from  deaf  or¬ 
ganizations  around  the  country. 

For  information,  contact  RDS,  P.O.  Box 
1601,  San  Francisco,  CA  94101. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

Robins  can’t  go 
bankr  upt  to  avoid 
paying  claims 

RICHMOND,  VA  —  A  federal  judge  has 
ruied  that  the  A.H.  Robins  Company, 
maker  of  the  Daikon  Shield  birth  control 
device,  must  allocate  $2,475  billion  to  settle 
future  claims  of  women  injured  by  the 
device.  The  company  filed  for  protection 
under  bankruptcy  law  in  August  of  1985, 
according  to  the  New  York  Times. 

Judge  Robert  Merhige,  Jr.,  set  the  $2,475 
figure  based  on  his  estimate  of  how  many 
women  wo  jl  i  file  claims  in  the  future.  9,500 
women  sue-J  Robins  before  the  company 
sough'  pt  jt-ction.  Attorneys  for  the  claim¬ 
ants  ill  tre  case  had  argued  in  a  hearing  last 
month  hat  Robins  should  be  made  to  set 
aside  between  $4  and  $7  billion.  The  judge’s 
decision  sets  aside  more  than  twice  the 
amount  suggested  by  the  companv. 

Robins,  maker  of  Robitussin  cough 
medicine  and  Chap  Stik  lip  balm,  may  be 


forced  to  accept  a  corporate  reorganization 
that  wipes  out  the  value  of  the  shareholdings 
bf  the  Robins  family,  which  owns  41  percent 
of  the  company. 

Guerry  Thornton  Jr.,  counsel  to  the 
Atlanta-based  Daikon  Shield  Victims 
Association,  was  quoted  in  the  Times  story 
as  saying,  “We  wholeheartedly  support  his 
[Merhige’s]  ruling.  This  estimate  proves  that 
you  cannot  do  an  end  run  around  liability  by 
going  to  bankruptcy.” 

An  estimated  2.7  million  Daikon  Shields 
were  sold  in  the  U.S.  between  1971  and 
1974,  with  another  million  sold  overseas. 
Women  injured  by  the  shield,  an  intra¬ 
uterine  device,  have  suffered  infertility, 
spontaneous  abortions  and  other  injuries 
from  pelvic  infections  linked  to  the  device. 
Robins  has  maintained  the  Daikon  Shield  is 
no  more  dangerous  than  any  other  in¬ 
trauterine  device  and  in  1984  rejected  pro¬ 
posals  for  a  campaign  aimed  to  convince 
women  to  remove  their  shields. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

She  waited  long 
enough 

FLORENCE,  AL  —  A  woman  chained 
herself  to  the  county  welfare  office  here  in 
an  attempt  to  get  food  stamps. 

Kim  Marlin’s  family  trailer  had  burned  in 
July,  reports  off  our  backs,  and  her  family 
had  been  struggling  financially  since  the 
fire.  After  over  a  month  of  waiting  for  food 
stamps.  Marlin  got  angry  when  a  reception¬ 
ist  told  her  that  six  more  days  would  be 
needed  to  process  her  application. 

She  got  her  food  stamps. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

Tests  limit  women 
firefighters 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Fifteen  hundred 
women  make  up  a  small  percentage  of  the 
nation’s  218,00  paid  firefighters,  but  their 
numbers  have  tripled  in  the  last  four  years. 

Plexus  reports  that  the  major  barrier  for 
women  applicants  is  pre-hiring  testing. 
Speed  rankings  especially  limit  the  number 
of  women  hired. 

Linda  Willing,  a  5’4”,  112  lb.  firefighter 
in  Boulder,  Colorado,  acknowledges  “there 
are  certain  things  I  can’t  do  because  of  my 
size.”  But  there  are  other  things  she  says  she 
can  do  better.  “I  can  stay  in  longer  in  a  fire 
than  almost  anybody  I  know  —  a  lot  of 
these  big  guys  deplete  an  air  pack  in  ten 
minutes.”  And,  she  adds,  her  weight  allows 
her  to  be  “the  first  one  into  attic  fires.” 

The  New  York  Supreme  Court  recently 
ruled  that  a  New  York  City  hiring  test,  based 
largely  on  speed  and  strength,  is  valid, 
although  no  women  have  been  hired  in  the 
department  since  1984.  Other  hiring  test 
litigation  is  under  way  around  the  country. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

Queensland’s  gay 
roving  ambassador 

QUEENSLAND,  AUSTRALIA  — 
Monte  Punchon  is  the  105-year-old  roving 
ambassador  for  World  Expo  in  1988  which 
will  take  place  in  Brisbane.  She  is  probably 
the  only  Australian  alive  who  remembers  the 
Melbourne  Expo  of  1888.  Six  years  old  at 
the  time,  she  won  first  prize  in  an  Expo 
handiwork  section. 

Punchon  is  also  a  lesbian,  according  to  a 
report  in  the  Sydney  Morning  Herald.  When 
she  applied  for  the  position,  the  Brisbane 
organizers  flew  her  up  from  Melbourne  for 
the  initial  job  interview.  Everyone  reported¬ 
ly  agreed,  including  the  Deputy  Premier  of 
Queensland,  Brisbane’s  Lord  Mayor 
Sallyanne  Atkinson  and  the  Federal 
Minister  for  Tourism,  that  clear-thinking 
and  likeable  Erica  Punchon  —  Monte  to  her 
friends  —  would  make  an  ideal  roving  am¬ 
bassador.  So  they  gave  her  the  job. 

But  the  Queensland  Premier’s  office 
questioned  her  selection  because  someone 
had  let  them  know  that  Monte  Punchon  is  a 
lesbian.  “If  they  want  me  up  there,”  she 
told  the  Herald  from  her  home  in 
Melbourne,  “well  and  good.  But  if  they 
want  to  look  into  my  private  life  they  can  go 
to  pot.  I’m  not  ashamed  to  say  I  love  my 
friend.”  In  a  previous  interview  she  had 
revealed  that  in  intimate  circumstances  she 
prefered  to  be  with  women  and  had  always 


been  like  that  since  she  was  about  six. 

Punchon  has  kept  the  job  and  is  off  to 
Japan  for  the  launching  of  her  book,  in 
English  and  Japanese,  which  recalls 
historical  events  as  they  affected  her. 

□  Ken  Lovett 

Protest  over  AZT 
access  in  Australia 

NEW  SOUTH  WALES,  AUSTRALIA- 
The  government  here  announced  major 
changes  in  its  funding  of  AZT  in  response  to 
an  angry  demonstration  by  300  people  with 
AIDS  and  their  supporters  outside  Parlia¬ 
ment  on  Nov.  24.  This  protest  marked  a 


Don  Baxter  of  the  AIDS  Council  of  New  South  Wales 
addresses  AZT  demo  at  Australian  House  of  Parliament 


rupture  in  what  has  been  a  long  period  of 
cordial  co-operation  between  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  the  relatively  well-funded  local 
gay  AIDS  organizations. 

Over  200  people  with  AIDS  and  AIDS-  re¬ 
lated  conditions  receive  AZT  currently  in 
New  South  Wales,  with  a  waiting  list  of 
nearly  50.  The  government  was  allocating  20 
new  places  per  month,  yet  between  40  and 
60  new  people  are  being  diagnosed  each 
month  with  conditions  that  make  them 
medically  eligible  for  AZT. 

In  response  to  the  rally,  NSW  Health 
Minister  Anderson  abandoned  the  quota 
system  to  accomodate  those  waiting. 
However,  without  a  greater  allocation  of 
federal  funding,  existing  money  will  run  out 
by  February.  Warnings  that  AZT  may  then 
be  means  tested  —  requiring  that  those  able 
to  pay  for  it  be  charged  the  full  amount  bill¬ 
ed  by  Burroughs  Wellcome  —  have  been 
met  with  widespread  anger.  Although  AZT 
is  not  licensed  in  Australia,  sale  of  such  a 
drug  would  be  a  dangerous  precedent  in  a 
country  whose  public  health  system  pro¬ 
vides  medications  either  free  or  heavily  sub¬ 
sidized. 

Sixty-nine  percent  of  Australia’s  648  cases 
of  AIDS  are  in  NSW,  with  200  people  with 
AIDS  living  in  Sydney. 

□  Ken  Davis 

Chilean  lesbian 
feminists  seek 
dialogue 

SANTIAGO,  CHILE  —  “Ayukelen”  is  a 
collective  of  lesbian  feminists  in  Chile  in¬ 
terested  in  publicizing  lesbian  feminist  issues 
in  the  women’s  movement  and  among 
Chilean  women  at  large.  The  group  seeks 
dialogue  and  questions  a  limited  vision  of 
feminism  which  would  exclude  them.  The 
word  “Ayukelen”  means  “joy”  in  the 
language  of  the  Mapuche  Indians. 

The  group  says  its  members  face  not  only 
social  repression  but  also  the  incomprehen¬ 
sion  and  suspicion  of  feminists  themselves. 
The  Ayukelen  collective  wants  to  create 
bonds  with  other  lesbian  sisters,  exchanging 
experiences,  projects,  ideas  and  printed 
materials.  To  contact  them  write  to  Colec- 
tivo  Ayukelen,  Bellavista  0547,  Providen- 
cia,  Santiago  de  Chile,  Chile. 

□  John  Hubert 

The  inaccuracies  of 
testing 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Blood  tests  for 
HIV  antibodies  among  populations  with 
low  infection  rates  may  be  even  less  accurate 
than  previously  feared,  according  to 
testimony  before  a  House  subcommittee  last 
month.  In  particular,  the  Western  Blot, 
which  is  the  standard  confirmatory  test  for 
the  presence  of  antibodies,  may  have  an  ex¬ 
cessive  error  rate  when  performed  by  an  in¬ 


experienced  laboratory. 

Using  data  on  current  laboratory  condi¬ 
tions,  Lawrence  Miike  of  the  Congressional 
Office  of  Technology  Assessment  estimated 
that  90  percent  of  the  people  who  tested 
positive  in  a  population  with  a  low  infection 
rate  (0.01  percent  infected)  would  actually 
not  be  infected  with  the  virus.  And  in  a 
population  with  a  high  infection  rate  (10 
percent  infected)  9.8  percent  of  those  in¬ 
fected  would  be  falsely  diagnosed  as  not  car¬ 
rying  the  virus. 

Army  researcher  Donald  Burke  testified 
that  10  of  the  19  laboratories  which  have  ap¬ 
plied  for  Army  HIV  testing  contracts  in  the 
last  two  years  failed  to  analyze  test  samples 
to  a  95  percent  level  of  accuracy  on  at  least 
one  occasion. 

Inexperience  is  a  major  cause  of  error,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  testimony.  Due  to  increasing 
demand,  about  70  laboratories  now  perform 
the  Western  Blot,  as  opposed  to  only  18  in 
1985. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

Gay  dad  can’t  see 
kids  with  other 
queers 

PHILADELPHIA  —  Clem  Pascarella 
may  not  visit  his  children  if  he  is  in  the 
“presence  or  company”  of  “homo¬ 
sexuals,”  Family  Court  Judge  Vito  F. 
Canuso  recently  ruled. 

Pascarella  has  been  involved  in  a  series  of 
suits  to  gain  visitation  rights  with  his 
daughters,  now  ages  seven  and  four,  since 
he  left  his  wife  in  March  1984  after  telling 
her  that  he  is  gay.  Canuso’s  previous  ruling 
in  July  1985  restricted  Pascarella  from 
visiting  his  daughters  in  the  presence  of  his 
lover. 

According  to  the  Philadelphia  Gay  News, 
after  his  ex-wife  stopped  allowing  him  to  see 
the  girls  because  he  “went  to  see  a  friend,” 
Pascarella  appealed  to  Family  Court.  The 
matter  was  returned  to  Canuso,  who  upheld 
his  previous  ruling  with  the  additional 
restriction. 

Canuso’s  latest  order  is  temporary.  A 
final  ruling  is  expected  after  Dec.  31. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

Queers  dance  for 
dough 

EVANSTON,  IL  —  The  Northwestern 
University  Gay/Lesbian  Alliance 
(NUG/LA)  has  announced  that  in  a 
continuing  tradition,  it  will  be  sponsoring  a 
gay  couple  in  the  university’s  dance 
marathon.  The  marathon  has  been  organiz¬ 
ed  this  year  to  raise  money  for  the  Howard 
Brown  Memorial  Clinic,  the  midwest’s 
largest  AIDS  treatment  and  research  facili¬ 
ty- 

The  couple,  Steve  Renfro  and  Don 
Thomas,  will  participate  in  an  30-hour  con¬ 
tinuous  dance  marathon.  Also  featured  will 
be  a  fundraising  casino,  films  and  live 
music.  Last  year  the  marathon  attracted 
over  80  couples  and  raised  $112,(X)0. 
Organizers  this  year  have  set  a  modest  goal 
of  $100,000  for  the  Howard  Brown 
Memorial  Clinic. 

The  dance  marathon  weekend  will  be  Feb. 
5-6,  1988.  The  NUG/LA  is  currently  accept¬ 
ing  financial  contributions  and  pledges. 
Contact  NUG/LA  at  1999  Sheridan  Rd., 
Evanston,  II  60201. 

□  Beth  Walsh 
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Homophobic  yearbook 
changes  at  U  Mass/Boston 

Original  text  describing  les/gay  center  replaced  by  ” We’re 
just  a  happy  group  of  people” 


Momentum  picks  up  for 
Boston  les/gay  center 

After  board  shake-up,  organizers  renew  attempts  to  find 
and  fund  a  community  space 


By  Margot  FitzGerald 

BOSTON  —  The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Center 
(LGC)  of  the  University  of  Massachusetts  at 
Boston  (UMB)  has  recently  reached  an 
agreement  with  UMB  Dean  of  Students 
Claire  Joyce  Donahue,  concerning  an  ap¬ 
parently  homophobic  editing  gaffe  in  the 
university’s  1987  yearbook. 

The  publication  was  on  the  brink  of 
distribution  to  the  university’s  1987 
graduates  when  it  came  to  the  attention  of 
the  staff  of  the  LGC  that  the  conventional 
entry  outlining  the  organization’s  goals  and 
activities,  which  had  been  submitted  by  the 
Center  to  the  yearbook,  had  been  omitted. 
Inserted  instead  was  the  single  sentence 
“We’re  just  a  happy  group  of  people.’’ 

In  addition,  the  name  of  the  Center  was 
changed  to  the  “Gay  and  Lesbian  Center.’’ 
Text  submitted  by  the  University’s  literary 
magazine  also  suffered  similar  deletions. 

The  university’s  administration  has 
agreed  that  the  LGC  and  the  literary 
magazine  should  be  allowed  to  respond  to 
the  yearbook’s  extemporaneous  substitu¬ 
tions.  It  has  also  agreed  to  supply  yearbook 
readers  with  reconstructions  of  the  omitted 
text.  Distribution  of  the  yearbooks  has  been 
temporarily  delayed  while  the  staff  of  the 
Center  and  the  magazine  work  to  replicate 
their  original  texts,  and  to  compose 
responses  to  the  Yearbook’s  substitutions. 
These  new  texts  will  be  specifically  typeset 
and  included  as  inserts  into  the  yearbooks 
prior  to  distribution. 

Yearbook  Editor  Barbara  Buob,  now  a 
graduate  of  UMB,  has  not  been  interrogated 
about  her  editorial  actions,  nor  is  she  likely 
to  be. 

The  yearbook’s  attempt  to  cover  up  the 
actual  mission  of  the  LGC  is  historically 
consistent  with  homophobia  at  UMB.  An 
alumna  who  was  recently  awarded  a 
prestigious  fellowship  submitted 
biographical  information  to  the  university’s 
alumni  publication  for  a  personal  portrait  it 
ran  of  her.  Only  the  fact  that  she  is  a  lesbian 


was  omitted.  In  a  1986  seminar  on  human 
rights.  Chancellor  Robert  Corrigan  was  un¬ 
willing  to  include  a  speaker  on  gay  rights. 

Attacks  against  the  gay  community  and 
its  supporters  have  often  gone  unpunished 
at  UMB.  In  1985  and  1986  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Club  (it  had  not  yet  been  granted  the 
status  of  a  full  Center)  was  illegally  entered 
and  vandalized  twice,  but  the  administra¬ 
tion  was  unwilling  to  expend  funds  to 
change  the  clubroom’s  locks.  In  1985,  when 
a  student  journalist  wrote  an  article  that 
criticized  racist  and  homophobic  graffitti, 
she  received  retaliatory  letters  describing  her 
supposed  sexual  fantasies,  which  included 
being  raped  by  Nazis.  The  administration 
maintained  that  the  students  who  wrote  the 
homophobic  and  threatening  letters  had  the 
right  to  do  so  under  the  First  Amendment. 

In  1986,  a  letter  signed  by  several  student 
leaders  imploring  David  Stockton,  Director 
of  University  Health  Services,  to  supply  in¬ 
formation  on  safe  sex  for  gay  men,  went 
unanswered  for  two  months.  In  a  follow-up 
phone  call,  made  from  the  student 
newspaper  when  it  became  evident  that  no 
response  was  forthcoming,  Stockton  said, 
“they  [gay  men]  have  their  own  doctors  that 
they  can  go  to  for  this  information.’’ 

Given  UMB’s  long  history  of  inaction 
concerning  the  rights  of  its  gay  and  lesbian 
students,  the  administration’s  recent  will¬ 
ingness  to  acknowledge  the  LGC’s  right  to 
represent  itself  in  the  yearbook  and  to  allow 
for  recourse  when  the  Center’s  right  to  self 
definistion  is  infringed  upon,  represents  a 
positive  warming  trend  toward  the  campus’ 
gay  community.  In  addition,  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Center  coordinator  Kate  Sawyer 
reports  that  a  clause  specifying  equal  protec¬ 
tion  for  lesbian  and  gay  students  by  the 
University  is  finally  meeting  with  some 
receptivity  on  the  part  of  the  administra¬ 
tion,  whereas  several  previous  attempts  by 
Sawyer  and  others  to  request  such  protec¬ 
tion  have  been  rebuffed.  □ 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

BOSTON  —  A  handful  of  people  con¬ 
tinue  their  dogged  efforts  to  launch  a  com¬ 
munity  center  here  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men.  Using  as  models  the  highly-touted 
centers  in  Los  Angeles  and  New  York, 
Boston  organizers  hope  to  procure  a 
building  to  function  as  a  multi-purpose 
meeting  space  and  a  symbolic  focus  of 
strength  for  the  lesbian  and  gay  community. 

Queried  Laurie  Huber,  vice-president  of 
the  proposed  center’s  board  of  directors, 
“Is  there  one  place  you  can  enter  and  feel  a 
sense  of  belonging,  a  sense  of  community? 
There  isn’t,  but  there  will  be.  A  center  will 
formalize  our  community  within  the  society 
at  large.” 

Despite  the  expressed  good  intentions  of 
organizers,  progress  on  a  community  space 
—  dubbed  the  Boston  Center  for  Lesbians 
and  Gay  Men  —  has  been  stymied  recently 
by  internal  turmoil  among  the  board  of 
directors.  The  forced  removal  last  month  of 
board  president  Dennis  Esposito  high¬ 
lighted  disagreements  about  basic  organiza¬ 
tional  strategy.  Most  board  members  said 
they  were  left  with  a  sense  that  they  were 
starting  from  scratch.  A  non-profit  corpora¬ 
tion  in  the  works  for  almost  two  years,  the 
center  is  still  struggling  to  raise  start-up 
funds  and  establish  community  support. 

Huber,  new  board  president  John  C. 
Graves  and  six  other  directors  meet  biweekly 
to  discuss  the  project.  Monthly  membership 
meetings  draw  few  community  participants. 
Attendance  has  dwindled  greatly  since  last 
spring  when  enthusiasm  for  the  center  drew 
up  to  100  people  to  the  open  planning 
meetings.  Board  members  expressed  deter- 


By  Lori  Kenschaft 

BERKELEY,  CA  —  Biologist  Peter  Duesberg 
claims  that  the  HIV  virus  —  commonly  call¬ 
ed  the  “AIDS  virus”  —  does  not  actually 
cause  AIDS.  Although  the  large  majority  of 
AIDS  researchers  disagree,  they  have  yet  to 
directly  refute  Duesberg’s  argument. 

Duesberg,  a  professor  at  the  University  of 
California  at  Berkeley,  was  the  first  person 
to  develop  a  genetic  map  of  retroviruses,  the 
virus  class  to  which  HIV  belongs.  Last 
March  he  published  an  article  in  the  journal 
Cancer  Research  arguing  that  HIV  is  not  the 
cause  of  AIDS.  This  November  he  publish¬ 
ed  another  article  with  the  same  thesis. 

No  AIDS  researcher  has  published  a 
refutation  of  Duesberg’s  theory.  But  the 
continued  focus  on  HIV  demonstrates  there 
is  no  support  for  the  theory  in  the  scientific 
research  community.  According  to  Frank 
Lilly,  a  member  of  the  Presidential  Commis¬ 
sion  on  AIDS,  “the  large  majority  of  scien¬ 
tists  that  are  familiar  with  that  area  of 
research  do  not  agree  with  him.” 

Several  unanswered  questions  are  central 
to  Duesberg’s  argument.  Why  do  many  peo¬ 
ple  who  are  infected  with  HIV  never  get 
AIDS?  Why  is  there  often  a  latent  period  of 
many  years  between  HIV  infection  and 
AIDS,  when  in  the  laboratory  HIV  begins  to 
kill  T4  cells  almost  immediately?  How  can 
HIV  cause  death  when  it  exists  at  such  low 
concentrations  in  the  body  —  infecting 
fewer  than  one  in  10,000  susceptible  cells? 
Why  don’t  antibodies  protect  against  the 
disease?  How  does  HIV  cause  AIDS? 

Standard  practice  in  scientific  journals 
like  Cancer  Research  is  to  have  all  articles 
reviewed  anonymously  by  experts  in  the 
field  before  they  are  accepted  for  publica¬ 
tion.  Duesberg’s  article,  which  was  published 
last  March,  was  reviewed  three  times.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Duesberg,  the  reviewers  called 
the  work  “provocative”  and  “logically  in¬ 
consistent.” 

Duesberg  says  he  has  received  little 
response  to  this  article  from  AIDS  resear¬ 
chers,  although  400  other  people  have  re¬ 
quested  reprints.  He  told  GCN  that  no 
refutations  have  been  published,  and  that  he 
has  not  had  any  letters  or  conversations  with 


mination  to  reverse  this  decline  through  in¬ 
creased  outreach.  They  say  they  hope  to 
begin  sponsoring  events  to  draw  the  les- 
bian/gay  community  together. 

“We’re  looking  for  people  who  like  to 
party-hearty,”  said  Dean  Lamsa,  board 
clerk.  “We  want  to  have  a  good  time.  We’ll 
never  attract  people  to  dry  meetings  like 
these.” 

“I’ll  teach  the  Texas  two-step!”  offered 
board  treasurer  Eric  Kristensen. 

“We  want  this  to  be  beneficial  to  Boston 
in  the  long-run,”  Graves  added,  with  a  ' 
touch  of  solemnity.  Paraphrasing,  he  con¬ 
tinued,  “Ask  not  what  the  center  can  do  for 
you,  but  what  you  can  do  for  the  center.” 

This  distinction  may  shed  light  on  the  rift 
which  developed  between  the  board  and  Es¬ 
posito,  who  had  headed  the  organization 
since  its  beginning.  A  real  estate  developer 
by  profession,  Esposito  brought  an  entrep¬ 
reneurial  approach  to  his  plans  for  the 
center.  He  hoped  to  procure  prior  financial 
commitments  from  lesbian  and  gay  groups 
interested  in  renting  space  from  the  project. 
According  to  Graves,  the  rest  of  the  board 
preferred  to  work  cooperatively  instead  of 
with  “that  very  narrow  landlord/tenant 
perspective.” 

Graves  stated,  “Dennis  Esposito  is  very 
good  at  jobs  that  are  linear  and  focused,  but 
unfortunately,  trying  to  build  a  community 
center  is  not  that  kind  of  job.  He  didn’t 
know  much  about  the  nature  of  the  gay 
community. ..he  alienated  many  members.” 

Esposito  said  he  was  unaware  that  people 
were  dissatisfied  with  his  leadership.  “1  felt 

Continued  on  page  6 


people  who  openly  and  strongly  disagree 
with  him.  Yet,  if  his  theory  is  correct,  most 
AIDS  research  is  irrelevant  to  the  disease 
and  should  be  redirected. 

He  attributes  the  silence  to  anxiety  that 
his  theory  can’t  be  disproven.  “I’ve  asked 
questions  they  apparently  can’t  answer,” 
Duesberg  said.  He  also  said  he  fears  some  of 
the  resistance  to  his  hypothesis  derives  from 
the  media  attention  and  economic  interests 
(especially  those  from  HIV  testing)  that 
have  focused  on  HIV. 

Although  Duesberg  does  not  have  an 
alternative  hypothesis  for  what  causes 
AIDS,  he  says  he  believes  the  unanswered 
questions  about  HIV  make  it  very  im¬ 
probable  it  is  the  cause.  Other  researchers, 
however,  argue  that  there  is  a  large  body  of 
research  linking  HIV  with  AIDS.  HIV  does 
attack  and  kill  T4  cells,  which  are  decimated 
in  AIDS  patients,  and  anti-retrovirus 
treatments  like  AZT  can  slow  the  course  of 
the  disease.  Although  the  connection  has 
not  been  strictly  proven,  they  claim  it  is  pro¬ 
bable  HIV  causes  AIDS. 

In  an  interview  with  GCN  Lilly  admitted 
that  “virtually  all  of  the  evidence  is  cir¬ 
cumstantial.”  He  argued,  however,  that  the 
extremely  large  quantity  of  evidence  that 
HIV  causes  AIDS  makes  the  theory  very 
convincing. 

Lilly  also  pointed  out  that  researchers 
constantly  look  for  other  potential  causes  of 
AIDS.  “There  is  openness  to  [the  possibility 
of  another  infectious  agent],  but  given  that 
there  is  so  much  strong  evidence  that  HIV  is 
the  cause  of  AIDS  no  one  is  expecting 
another  infectious  agent  to  come  jumping 
out  at  them.” 

Two  other  viruses  have  recently  been 
evaluated  as  potential  AIDS  pathogens. 
HTLV-4,  isolated  by  Robert  Gallo,  Flossie 
Wong-Staal,  and  their  colleagues,  probably 
does  not  cause  AIDS.  Luc  Montagnier  and 
his  colleagues  believe  that  their  virus, 
HIV-2,  accounts  for  AIDS-like  disease  in 
some  West  Africans  who  are  not  infected 
with  HIV. 

□  filed  from  Boston 


Anti-Coors  demonstrator 


Boycott 

Continued  from  page  I 

with  the  AFL-CIO  in  August.  That  agree¬ 
ment  allows  elections  in  the  brewery  if  at 
least  30  percent  of  the  workers  indicate  in¬ 
terest  in  union  representation.  Now  the 
company  has  adopted  a  written  statement 
claiming  it  is  “Coors’  policy  to  prohibit 
discrimination  for  all  employees,  to  pro¬ 
mote  equal  opportunity  for  all  employees, 
and  to  hire  and  promote  qualified  ap¬ 
plicants  without  regard  to  race,  creed,  color, 
sex,  sexual  orientation,  religion,  national 
origin,  handicap  or  age.”  Other  written 
policies  in  the  settlement  with  Scondras  in¬ 
clude  a  promise  that  Coors  will  end  financial 
support  for  organizations  advocating  dis¬ 
crimination  and  no  longer  require  lie  detec¬ 
tor  tests  for  employment.  Coors  also  stated 
a  commitment  to  donating  resources  to  the 
constituencies  involved  in  the  boycott. 

Scondras  explained  that  these  negotia¬ 
tions  were  facilitated  through  the  “shuttle 
diplomacy”  of  Ray  Tye,  president  of  United 


Liquors,  who  handles  Coors  distribution  in 
the  Greater  Boston  area.  Tye,  described  by 
Dotterman  as  a  long-standing  friend  of  the 
lesbian/gay  community,  acted  as  a  go- 
between  for  Coors  executives  and  Scondras’ 
office  while  details  of  the  new  policies  were 
refined.  Tye  was  allegedly  instrumental  in 
insisting  that  Coors  provide  money  to  les¬ 
bian,  gay  and  other  community  groups. 
Said  one  Coors  boycotter,  who  asked  to  re¬ 
main  anonymous,  “It’s  only  right  that  they 
give  us  ‘war  money,’  so  to  speak.  Coors  has 
been  funding  terrible,  fascist  groups  for 
years.” 

As  a  part  of  the  settlement,  Boston’s  Fen¬ 
way  Park  will  resume  selling  Coors,  though 
Scondras  claimed  that  the  Coors  buyer  at 
Fenway  promised  to  again  stop  sales  if  the 
company  reneges  on  its  commitments.  Boz- 
zotto,  president  of  Local  26  of  the  Boston 
Hotel  and  Restaurant  Workers  Union, 
I)raised  Scondras  for  his  diligent  role  in 
pressuring  Fenway  and  other  major  ball 
parks  in  the  northeast  to  participate  in  the 
Coors  boycott  during  the  last  two  years.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Bozzotto,  Scondras  is  continuing 
his  conscientious  leadership  by  honoring  the 
reforms  and  agreeing  to  Coors’  sales  at  Fen¬ 
way. 

“We  have  the  ability  to  monitor  Coors’ 
commitments,”  Bozzotto  said.  “This  is  not 
just  a  cosmetic  victory.  Both  sides  have 
made  peace  and  it’s  time  to  say  it’s  over. 
There’s  nothing  wrong  with  drinking 
Coors.” 

“I  never  plan  to  drink  the  stuff,” 
countered  Cheryl  Schaffer,  a  lesbian  activist 
and  regional  coordinator  for  the  Service 
Employees  International  Union  (SEIU)  Dis¬ 
trict  925.  “I  think  most  progressive  people 
would  find  it  difficult  to  buy  Coors. 
Boycotts  are  hard  because  you  never  really 
win  completely.  There’s  still  grumbling  in 
leftwing  labor  circles  that  the  AFL-CIO  got 
what  they  wanted  and  left  us  out  to  dry.” 

Schaffer  acknowledged,  however,  that 
the  AFL-CIO  was  inclusive  of  lesbian  and 
gay  concerns  in  all  their  dealings  with  Coors. 
“It  was  the  first  time  that  happened  on  a  na¬ 
tional  policy  level,”  she  explained.  “So  the 

Continued  on  page  12 


Why  look  at  HIV? 

Peter  Duesberg  has  been  arguing  for  months  that  HIV  does 
not  cause  AIDS.  How  come  researchers  continue  to  study 
HIV  but  have  not  refuted  Duesberg’s  theory? 
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EDITORIAL 


Who,  us?  Panic? 
Far  from  it. 


“But,”  you  say,  “since  September  we 
subscribers  have  gotten  pitches  for  one-time 
and  ongoing  contributions,  have  been  asked 
to  come  to  spirited  fundraising  events,  and 
most  recently,  have  been  tempted  with 
super-cheap  gift  subscription  rates.” 

Now,  we  know  that  such  frequent 
requests  for  money  may  send  signals  of 
financial  emergency,  so  we  want  to  make  it 
clear  these  efforts  are  part  of  a  coherent 
strategy  to  move  the  paper  toward  long¬ 
term  financial  stability  in  lieu  of  money 
management  by  crisis.  Through  the  efforts 
of  our  new  financial  consultant  and  finance 
committee,  we’ve  drawn  up  a  forward- 
looking  plan  that  could  balance  our  budget 
by  year’s  end  and  allow  the  unprecedented 
opportunity  to  tackle  our  old  accumulated 
debt.  (No,  really.) 

We’re  tantalizingly  close  to  meeting  this 
year’s  goal.  An  $8000  grant  from  the 
Chicago  Resource  Center  (the  largest  single 
infusion  of  money  in  our  history)  is  ours 
once  we  match  it  through  other  fundraising 
and  promotional  efforts.  Since  we’re  just 
short  of  raising  our  half  of  the  S16,(KX), 
donations  right  now  will  get  us  the  grant  and 
help  us  start  1988  with  both  feet  on  the 
ground.  Further  response  to  our  current  ap¬ 


peals  —  more  gift  subscriptions,  more  dona¬ 
tions,  more  sustainers  —  will  put  us  in  good 
shape  for  our  next  big  financial  goal:  retir¬ 
ing  our  large  accumulated  debt. 

Plans  for  the  long  term  financial  health  of 
GCN  include  more  than  raising  money  from 
you,  our  readers.  We’re  excited  about  cur¬ 
rent  strategies  for  increasing  our  public  visi¬ 
bility  and  subscriber  base.  And  as  we’re 
working  to  make  GCN  a  more  financially 
sound  organization,  we’re  also  continuing 
to  expand  our  community  through  increas¬ 
ing  coverage  of  issues  of  class,  race,  gender, 
age  —  content  that  sets  us  apart  from  other 
news  sources. 

So  help  us  end  1987  with  a  bang  and  keep 
the  momentum  going  in  ’88.  Your  generosi¬ 
ty  now  will  help  us  get  the  matching  grant 
and  tackle  our  debt. 

P.S.  Thanks  from  the  GCN  staff  to  all  the 
volunteers,  contributors,  and  readers 
who’ve  helped  us  through  an  eventful  and 
productive  1987.  From  the  move  to  new  of¬ 
fices  through  the  March  on  Washington,  we 
couldn’t  have  done  it  without  you.  Have  a 
queer  New  Year! 

GCN  editorials  reflect  the  opinions  of  the 
full-time,  paid  staff  collective. 


Well  of  course  Td  love  to  help! 


I’d  like  to: 

□  donate  $ _ now. 

□  donate  regularly  as  a  Sustainer  ($120  or 

more  per  year).  I’ll  pledge  $ _ for  1988 

in _ / _ 2 _ ^ _ 4  installments. 

□  buy  a  gift  subscription  for  myself, 
friends,  lovers.  (Turn  to  the  back  page  for 


details.) 

□  help  with  fundraising  through  event 
organizing,  grantwriting,  etc. 


Mail  to:  GCN,  62,  Berkeley  Street,  Boston, 
MA  021 16.  Thanks! 


COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  welcomes  all  letters  to  the  editor  ex¬ 
cept  personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  let¬ 
ters  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  The  opinions  expressed  here 
are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not  intended 
to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  member¬ 
ship.  Letters  must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE¬ 
SPACED  AND  NO  LONGER  THAN 
THREE  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 

■ 

NCBLG:  collective  liberation 

Dear  GCN: 

As  the  executive  director  and  the  women 
members  of  the  Directors  of  the  National 
Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays 
(NCBLG),  we  are  writing  to  personally  invite 
each  of  you  to  join  NCBLG. 

The  National  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians 
and  Gays  is  the  only  autonomous  organiza¬ 
tion  in  the  U.S.  devoted  to  addressing  the 
issues  and  concerns  of  Black  lesbians  and 
gay  men.  Since  our  founding  in  1978,  we 
have  provided  a  support  and  information 
network;  sponsored  two  national  Third 
World  Lesbian  and  Gay  Conferences;  held 
our  annual  NCBLG  convention;  organized 
the  first  national  conference  on  “AIDS  in 
the  Black  Community”;  worked  in  coalition 
with  numerous  organizations  and  indiv¬ 
iduals  to  combat  homophobia,  racism  and 
sexism;  done  outreach  to  prisoners;  and 
published  our  newsmagazine,  Black/Out. 

In  1988  we  are  celebrating  our  tenth  an¬ 
niversary  year.  We  feel  that  our  decade  of 
work  has  positively  touched  the  lives  of 
thousands  of  sisters  and  brothers,  yet  our 
level  of  paid  memberships  remains  very  low. 
We  have  made  a  commitment  to  add  1,000 
new  members  by  the  time  of  our  Tenth  An¬ 
niversary  Homecoming  Conference  in 
Washington,  D.C.  next  October.  In  line 


with  NCBLG’S  ongoing  commitment  to  ad¬ 
dress  Black  lesbian  concerns  and  to  main¬ 
tain  gender  parity  on  our  Board  and  in  our 
chapters,  we  would  like  at  least  half  of  these 
new  members  to  be  women. 

We  urge  you  to  become  a  member  for  an 
annual  fee  of  $25.00  and  also  to  subscribe  to 
Black /Out  for  an  additional  $10.00  a  year. 
We  welcome  memberships  from  all  people 
who  are  supportive  of  NCBLG’s  goals. 
Come  join  us.  Your  membership  helps  to  in¬ 
sure  the  success  of  our  collective  liberation. 

Write  to:  NCBLG,  P.O.  Box  2490-W, 
Washington,  D.C.  2(X)13,  or  call  (202) 
265-7117. 

Thank  you  for  your  support, 
Renee  McCoy,  Executive  Director 
Angela  Bowen 
Audre  Lorde 

_  Michelle  Parkerson 

H  Barbara  Smith 

Slave  holding  and  subjugating 
women:  advancement? 

Dear  GCN: 

I  think  I’m  going  to  puke  if  I  read  another 
article  on  homosexuality  in  Ancient  Greece. 
And  what  is  this  crap  about  New  Guinea  be¬ 
ing  a  “primitive  society”?  Certainly,  New 
Guinean  society  cannot  be  any  more  prim¬ 
itive  than  that  of  Ancient  Greece  (unless  you 
think  slave  holding  and  the  general  subjuga¬ 
tion  of  women  are  signs  of  advancement!). 
William  Percy  should  be  warned  that  the 
Nazis  too  thought  Ancient  Greece  to  be  the 
high  point  in  the  history  of  civilization. 

Liz  Galst 

H  Somerville,  MA 

AIDS  in  prison:  who  will  protect 
us  from  the  police  state? 

Dear  GCN: 

According  to  a  recent  issue  of  the  Tacoma 


Gay  Community  News  is  produced  by  a  collective  dedicated  to  providing  coverage  of  events  and  news  in  the  interest  of 
gay  and  lesbian  liberation.  The  collective  consists  of  a  paid  staff  of  eleven,  a  general  membership  of  volunteers,  and  a  board 
of  directors  elected  by  the  membership. 

Opinions  reflected  in  "editorials"  represent  the  views  of  the  paid  staff  collective.  Signed  letters  and  columns  represent  the 
views  and  opinions  of  the  authors  only.  We  encourage  all  readers  to  send  us  comments,  criticism,  and  information,  and  to 
volunteer  and  become  members. 

The  GCN  Collective  in  alphabetical  order  by  primary  title/function  (‘indicates  member  of  paid  staff  collective); 
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Keeping  GCN  going  keeps  you  going.  GCN's  news  stories,  features 
and  letters  inform  you.  entertain  you,  and  activate  you.,. 

Join  over  75  Sustainers  nationwide  who  have  pledged  to  support  a 
special  GCN  project,  and  to  play  a  vital  role  in  keeping  GCN  alive. 
And  kicking. 

Here's  how  it  works.  Pledge  $120  or  more/year  (current  pledges 
range  from  $  1 20-2500/year.  (That's  as  little  as  SlO/month!)  You  can 
send  your  pledge  all  at  once,  or  in  installments  throughout  the  year, 
preceded  by  GCN's  friendly  reminders.  Your  1987  pledge  is  ear¬ 
marked  to  cover  some  of  the  cost  of  our  recent  move  (think  of  it  as 
a  rent  party  that  lasts  all  year).  In  addition,  we  hope  to  raise  enough 
Sustainer  money  to  purchase  a  stat  camera,  a  piece  of  equipment 
which  will  greatly  reduce  our  weekly  production  costs. 

In  return,  we'll  send  you: 

•  a  year's  subscription  to  GCN 

•  two  complimentary  12-week  subscriptions  for  friends,  lovers, 
family,  co-workers,  your  boss... 
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•  an  invitation  to  our  annual  Sustainer  Party  bash,  hosted  by  GCN's 
board  of  directors 

•  our  love  and  appreciation  for  supporting  the  country's  oldest  gay 
and  lesbian  newsweekly. 

All  you  have  to  do  to  sustain  GCN  and  your  community  is  fill  out 
this  coupon.  Then,  sit  back  and  see  how  good  you  feel. 


I  want  to  sustain  GCN  and  my  community! 

Sign  me/us  up  to  pledge: 

□  $I20  □$200  □$300  □$400  □$500  □$1000  □Other 
to  be  made  over  the  next  12  months  in: 

□  one  □  two  □  three  □  four  installments 

Enclosed  is  my/our  first  tax  deductible  pledge  of  $ _ 

Name _ 

Address  _ . 

Mail  to:  GCN  Sustainers,  62  Berkeley  St,  Boston,  MA  02116 


□ 


GIVE  ’EM  WHAT 
THEY  WANT  — 
CHEAP! 


CHECK  OUT  OUR 
LOW,  LOW 
HOLIDAY  GIFT 
SUBSCRIPTION 
RATES  ON  THE 
BACK  PAGE 
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I^ews  Tribune,  Washington  state  prison 
director  Chase  Riveland  told  a  September  1 1 
meeting  of  the  House  Health  Care  Commit¬ 
tee  that  he  will  isolate  prisoners  testing 
positive  for  the  AIDS  antibody.  The  same 
article  also  quoted  Ken  Peterson,  DOC 
health  services  administrator,  as  telling  the 
Committee  that  “of  the  176  inmates  who 
have  volunteered  for  testing,  4  percent  have 
discovered  that  they  have  been  exposed  to 
the  AIDS  virus.” 

‘So  what,’  you  say,  ‘Lock  ’em  down.’ 
That  seems  to  be  the  attitude  of  many 
prisoners  1  talk  to  here  at  the  Reformatory. 
They  are  fearful  of  catching  the  disease 
from  infected  individuals  and  therefore  un¬ 
wittingly  find  themselves  sleeping  in  the 
same  bed  with  their  captors  on  this  impor¬ 
tant  issue. 

It  is  not  always  easy  for  us  to  know 

The  rich  are  not  subjected  to 
mandatory  AIDS  testing, 
nor  are  they  being 
involuntarily  quarantined,  so 
neither  should  the  poor 

whether  we  are  on  the  right  or  wrong  side  of 
a  question  like  this.  There  are,  however,  cer¬ 
tain  rules  of  thumb  that  can  safely  be  ap¬ 
plied  in  situations  where  some  doubt  may 
exist.  One  of  these  general  rules  is  that  if  you 
find  yourself  standing  on  the  same  side  of  an 
issue  as  those  who  are  holding  you  captive, 
then  there  is  a  better  than  average  chance 
that  you’re  on  the  wrong  side. 

Let’s  first  examine  the  government’s 
policy  toward  prisoners  testing  positive  for 
the  presence  of  the  AIDS  antibodies.  As 
mentioned  above,  there  is  the  recently  enun¬ 
ciated  Washington  state  policy  of  isolating 
prisoners  who  test  positive.  Before  that,  on 
June  8,  U.S. Attorney  General  Meese  an¬ 
nounced  that  federal  prisoners  who  tested 
positive  may  be  deemed  ineligible  for 
parole.  Soon  afterwards  Bureau  of  Prisons 
chief  Bennet  said  there  would  be  no  parole 
for  prisoners  who  tested  positive. 

.  In  addition  to  the  mandatory  testing  of 
prisoners  and  immigrants,  these  great 
defenders  of  “keeping  the  government  off 
the  backs  of  the  people”  insist  that  the  state 
has  a  right  to  “break  the  chain  of  infection” 
by  mandatory  testing.  Some  have  even  ad¬ 
vocated  that  HIV  positives  be  tattooed!  Lest 
the  reader  be  seduced  by  such  expressions  of 
the  state’s  desire  to  “protect”  us,  ask 
yourself  who  is  going  to  protect  us  from  the 
state?  And  if  this  punishment  of  the  sick  will 
simply  serve  to  drive  people  underground? 

Has  the  state  or  federal  government  taken 
the  wasted  billions  devoted  to  the  militariza¬ 
tion  of  space  and  given  a  portion  to  fund 
research  on  AIDS?  Is  the  government  in  the 
vanguard  of  the  fight  to  prevent  discrimina¬ 
tion  against  people  who  have  tested  positive, 
such  as  the  children  in  Arcadia,  Florida, 
who  were  harassed  and  then  burned  out  of 
town?  Has  the  government  adopted  a  na¬ 
tional  public  education  program  to  combat 
public  ignorance  and  hysteria  around 
AIDS? 

Nearer  to  home,  ask  yourself  if  the  state  is 
concerned  enough  to  issue  sterile  needles  or 
condoms  to  prisoners?  Riveland,  when  con¬ 
fronted  with  this  question,  told  reporters 
that  needles  and  condoms  are  considered 
contraband  and  will  not  be  issued.  He 
knows  that  prisoners  will  be  having  sex  and 
using  drugs,  but  evidently  the  DOC  boss 
would  rather  see  us  dead  than  change  a  rule. 

So  who  will  protect  prisoners  from  the 
AIDS  disease?  Prisoners  must.  We  start 
with  the  understanding  that  AIDS  cannot  be 
transmitted  casually  and  we  must  reach  out 
to  and  otherwise  defend  the  rights  of 
prisoners  who  have  tested  positive,  in¬ 
cluding  the  initiation  of  litigation  aimed  at 
challenging  the  DOC’s  efforts  to  isolate 
these  prisoners. 

Secondly,  we  should  not  take  the  AIDS 
test.  The  test  is  not  reliable.  If  the  results  are 
negative  it  does  not  mean  you  do  not  have 
the  antibodies.  If  they’re  positive  it  doesn’t 
mean  you  have  or  will  develop  AIDS. 
Moreover,  test  results  are  NOT  anonymous 
or  strictly  confidential,  meaning  that  drastic 
measures  could  be  taken  against  you. 

The  AIDS  Action  Committee  which  has 
been  leading  the  fight  against  this  disease 
says:  Don’t  take  the  test.  If  you  are  a 
member  of  a  high  risk  group  {V*  of  all  prison 
AIDS  cases  are  IV  drug  users)  do  not  donate 
blood.  If  you  are  not  a  member  of  a  high 
risk  group,  you  should  nonetheless  practice 
safe  sex.  If  you  are  using  IV  drugs  or  doing 


tattooing,  never  use  a  dirty  needle  or 
hypodermic  syringe. 

If  a  person  develops  the  symptoms  of 
AIDS,  then  by  all  means  take  the  test  if 
there’s  a  chance  it  will  help  get  some  form  of 
treatment  (even  though  there  is  not  yet  a 
cure).  But  otherwise  you  are  urged  to  defend 
the  rights  of  those  who  have  tested  positive 
for  AIDS  and  refuse  the  test  if  they  attempt 
to  impose  it  on  you. 

Remember,  the  rich  are  not  subjected  to 
mandatory  AIDS  testing,  nor  are  they  being 
involuntarily  quarantined,  so  neither  should 
the  poor. 

Ed  Mead 
251397 
Box  111 

■  Monroe,  WA  98272 

No  other  choice  but  to  go  on  a 
hunger  strike 

Dear  GCN: 

After  19  days  of  a  hunger  strike  and  losing 
26  pounds,  I  was  promised  by  certain 
members  of  the  administration  that  they 
would  give  me  my  due  process.  I  started 
eating  again  for  a  week  but  nothing  happen¬ 
ed  so  I  have  begun  again.  To  say  the  least  I 
have  been  pretty  weak  and  sick.  I  haven’t 
been  able  to  concentrate  on  anything  for  any 
length  of  time  and  I’m  sorry  I  haven’t  been 
able  to  write  that  article  I  promised  on  their 
“divide  and  conquer”  techniques  here. 

I’m  sure  you  have  questions  as  to  why  I 
am  on  the  hunger  strike.  Each  day  the 
employees  of  our  department  of  self- 
righteous  ‘corrections’  commit  uncountable 
acts  which  have  no  other  result  than  to 
create  animosity,  bad  feelings  and  anger. 
They  remove  all  sense  of  self-responsibility 
from  us  prisoners.  We  have  virtually  no  con¬ 
trol  over  any  aspect  of  our  lives.  This  does 
not  encourage  our  ability  to  return  to  com¬ 
munity  life  outside. 

Because  of  the  almost  total  lack  of  real 
job  training  and  counseling  programs,  and 
because  of  the  don’t-give-a-damn  attitude 
outside  about  prisoners,  our  return  to  these 
joints  after  we  are  out  is  much  more  com- 

Because  of  the  almost  total 
lack  of  real  job  training  and 
the  don  Tgive-a-damn 
attitude  outside  about 
prisoners,  our  return  to 
these  joints  after  we  are  out 
is  much  more  common  than 
it  needs  to  be 

mon  than  it  needs  to  be.  They  almost  seem 
to  be  determined  in  here  to  keep  us  from 
developing  ourselves  (while  we  have  the 
time!)  to  be  prepared  for  being  out. 

When  I’ve  protested  this.  I’ve  been  placed 
in  isolation  and  my  case  not  reviewed  in  due 
time.  So  I’ve  had  no  other  choice  but  to  go  on 
hunger  strike. 

It’s  time  to  go.  My  hand  is  about  to  fall 
off.  I’d  like  for  you  to  print  this  in  the  Com¬ 
munity  Voices  and  if  anyone  would  like  to 
respond  to  what  I’ve  babbled  on  about, 
please  feel  free  to  write. 

Stay  strong  and  sweet, 
Tim  Scaggs 
PO  Box  1000  —  119050  ACC 
I  Craigsville,  VA  24430 

Violent  exploitation 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  a  gay  activist  and  I  profoundly  enjoy 
mutually  satisfying,  loving  sex  between  two 
men.  I  am  a  nudist  and  I  like  erotic,  roman¬ 
tic,  sexually  explicit  gay  movies.  I  am  no 
fundamentalist  prude.  But  I  stongly  con¬ 
demn  selling  violence  in  the  name  of  gay 
liberation. 

T.R.  Witomski  placed  a  recent  classified 
ad  in  GCN  .  In  the  information  he  sent  out 
to  inquiries  was  a  flier  from  “Katharsis”  in 
Florida,  pushing  “the  best  violent  fiction 
you  can  buy...  .  Some  people  call  it  S  and  M 
fiction,  but  we  don’t,  since  it  is  not  sexually 
centered  —  it  is  violence  centered... about 
men  who  are  tortured  or  executed  or  forced 
to  fight  or  work  in  the  most  horrible  situa¬ 
tion.  Lots  of  pain  and  torture.” 

This  is  the  shameful,  despicable,  hellish 
exploitation  of  violence! 

Cocaine  dealers,  military  recruiters, 
cigarette  makers,  toxic  chemical  manufac¬ 
turers,  etc.  all  try  to  excuse  their  evils  by  say¬ 
ing  “we  only  make  available  what  people 


want”  or  “we  are  doing  what  our  boss  re¬ 
quires.”  But  we  each  must  take  personal 
responsibility  for  this  world’s  evil  mess. 

Consider  the  terrible  slayings  of  young 
men  by  John  Gacy  and  the  brutal  slaughter 
of  a  thousand  young  gay  men  by  the  Nazis  in 
October  1944.  If  we  have  any  empathy  or 
compassion  for  these  victims,  any  sense  of 
outrage  about  these  murders,  how  can  we 
not  denounce  the  “Katharsis”  materials 
which  deliberately  sensationalize  such  bru¬ 
tality  to  those  who  vicariously  get  off  on  it? 

Exploiting  the  torture  and  murder  of 
young  men  cannot  further  the  cause  of  same 
sex  love  and  romance. 

Precisely  because  I  know  something  of 
the  potential  for  violence  within  us  all, 
because  1  have  suffered  the  violent  slayings 
of  five  persons  close  to  me  and  have  had  my 
own  life  threatened  at  gunpoint,  I  urge  GCN 
to  screen  carefully  all  advertisers  and  never 
again  carry  such  an  ad.  Just  as  we  abhor  the 
lying  bullshit  from  Reagan  and  from  many 
multi-nationals,  we  must  rigorously  ex¬ 
amine  our  own  hearts  and  our  movement 
for  gay  liberation. 

Don  Schrader 

I  Dakota,  IL 

Spreading  unsubstantiated 
hearsay 

Dear  GCN: 

I  was  dismayed  in  your  most  recent  issue 
to  find  an  open  letter  to  Dr.  Pamela 
Westrom  accusing  her  of  turning  her  back 
on  gay  people  and  people  with  AIDS.  The 
three  main  paragraphs  of  the  letter  start 
with  the  phrases,  “I’ve  heard  that,”  “From 
what  I’ve  heard,”  and  “I’ve  also  heard.” 

Certainly  anyone  who  makes  life  rougher 
for  people  with  AIDS  is  no  friend  of  mine  or 
of  the  gay  community.  However,  spreading 
unsubstantiated  hearsay  is  no  way  to  deal 
with  this  issue. 

Upon  getting  a  letter  like  this,  a 
newspaper  has  two  responsible  options.  If  it 
doesn’t  seem  worth  the  time  to  do  any 
follow-up  on  it,  you  can  throw  it  out.  Or,  if 
it  seems  that  serious  concerns  are  being  rais¬ 
ed,  you  could  do  some  research,  talk  to  the 
people  involved,  as  well  as  someone  from 
the  AIDS  Action  Committee,  and  publish  a 
story  that  might  truly  shed  some  light  on  the 
subject.  Apparently  the  first  choice  offend¬ 
ed  your  concept  of  free  speech,  and  the  se¬ 
cond  one  seemed  like  too  much  bother. 

In  1981  and  1982,  when  the  significance 
of  the  AIDS  epidemic  was  just  starting  to 
become  clear,  GCN  was  very  slow  to  give 
AIDS  the  coverage  that  it  should  have  had. 
Being  the  first  on  the  block  to  spread  a 
rumor  is  no  way  to  make  up  for  that. 

Sincerely, 
Sasha  Alyson 

I  Boston,  MA 


ril  tell  you  a  secret,  Mike 
Barnicle 

GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  the  Boston 
Globe. 

To  the  Editor: 

It  now  appears  that  the  kind  of  inflam¬ 
matory  abuse  which  the  Globe  would  not 
consider  publishing  if  leveled  at  almost  any 
other  group  in  our  society  is  front  page 
editorial  material  when  gays  are  the  target.  I 
refer  to  Mike  Barnicle’s  recent  piece.  To 
name  the  inconsistencies  and  illogic  in  this  ug¬ 
ly  piece  of  writing  is  redundant  and  would 
be  to  give  too  much  credence  to  this  kind  of 
thinking  —  which  is  destructive  to  all  of  us, 
not  only  to  us  who  are  gay  or  lesbian. 
Because  it  is  in  all  of  our  interests  —  yours  as 
well  as  ours  —  to  see  that  accurate  and  ex¬ 
plicit  educational  material  is  available  to 
everyone  who  needs  it. 

No  one  wants  Mike  Barnicle  or  his  mother 
or  children  to  read  the  AIDS  pamphlets 
which  seem  to  frighten  him  so  much  at 
breakfast  or  anywhere  else.  They  are  not 
designed  for  that  purpose.  I  do  imagine  that 
if  one  of  his  children  should  be  or  become  a 
hemophiliac,  an  intervenous  drug  user,  a 
sexually  active  heterosexual  person,  or  God 
forbid,  gay,  he  might  want  them  to  have  ac¬ 
cess  to  material  which  would  help  to  protect 
them.  Or  perhaps  Mike  Barnicle  feels  that  if 
a  kid  of  his  did  turn  out  that  way  he  or  she 
ought  to  abstain  altogether  from  sex  and 
maybe  from  life  too  —  after  all  “It’s  not 
normal  behavior.” 

I  guess  it  is  normal  behavior  to  hit  people 
when  they’re  down  —  and  to  blame  the  vic¬ 
tim.  At  this  time  when  men  in  the  gay  com- 
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munity  are  fighting  for  their  lives,  their 
struggle  is  being  taken  advantage  of  by  people 
in  our  legislature  who  would  like  to  deny 
them  basic  civil  rights.  1  turned  on  the  radio 
(a  talk  show  on  WRKO)  the  other  day  and 
had  to  turn  it  off  because  of  the  horror  1  felt 

There  are  so  many  gays  and 
lesbians  in  the  teaching  and 
helping  professions  that 
if  we  disappeared,  there 
wouldn  7  be  anybody  left 
to  take  care  of  you  when 
you're  down 

at  the  violent  hatred  1  heard  directed  at  gay 
people. 

“What  if  they  moved  in  next  door  and  my 
children  had  to  see  them  living  their 
lifestyle?”  “What  if  1  go  in  a  bathroom  and 
they  try  to  get  in?”  “What  if  1  had  to  have 
them  in  my  building,  dripping  with  AIDS?” 

I’ll  tell  you  a  secret,  Mike  Barnicle  and  the 
people  I  heard  on  the  radio  that  day.  We  are 
already  there,  living  next  door,  using  your 
bathrooms,  serving  you  food,  doing  all 
those  things  which  send  shivers  up  your 
backs.  We  are  your  parents  and  your  kids, 
your  colleagues  and  your  boss.  What’s 
more,  your  children  know  us  well  from 
school  and  daycare  and  camp,  and  so  do 
your  old  people  and  those  you’ve  left  in 
hospitals  and  nursing  homes  and  mental 
hospitals.  Because  we  don’t  treat  you  the 
way  you  treat  us  when  you  are  sick  or  in 
trouble.  There  are  so  many  gays  and  les¬ 
bians  in  the  teaching  and  helping  profes¬ 
sions  that  if  we  disappeared  in  the  way  you’d 
like  us  to,  there  wouldn’t  be  anybody  left  to 
take  care  of  you  when  you’re  down. 

It’s  too  bad  the  pamphlet  offended  your 
delicate  sensibilities,  Mike  Barnicle.  You 
and  people  with  your  attitude  offend  me  and 
mine  every  day. 

Andrea  Freud  Loewenstein 
H  Boston,  MA 

Repent  of  your  homophobic 
sin! 

GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  the  Bay 
State  Banner,  a  Black  community 
newspaper  in  Boston. 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  disappointed  to  read  Earl  Jackson’s 
comments  in  the  November  12,  1987  edition 
of  The  Bay  State  Banner,  in  which  he  refers 
to  gay  men  and  lesbians  as  people  who 
“engage  in  sexual  perversion.”  Jackson  has 
completely  ignored  and/or  missed  the 
message  of  love  and  compassion  that  Jesus 
preached.  The  only  perversion  is  Jackson’s 
corruption  and  manipulation  of  the  Word 
of  God  to  vent  his  hatred,  fear,  and  bigotry. 
In  his  argument,  Jackson  quotes  the  only 
direct  prohibition  against  sex  between  men 
in  the  Bible  from  the  Book  of  Leviticus. 
However,  he  fails  to  mention  that  this  same 
Book  of  Leviticus  also  demands  the  death 
penalty  for  adultery  (Chapter  20,  Verse  10), 
gives  legal  legitimacy  to  slavery  (Chapter  19, 
Verse  20),  and  even  prohibits  wearing 
clothes  made  from  different  fabrics 
(Chapter  19,  Verse  19).  Yet  Jackson  and  his 
band  of  misled  hypocrites  do  not  scream 
their  support  for  these  Biblical  directives. 
Jackson  should  not  snatch  out  those  parts  of 
the  Bible  that  fit  into  his  bigoted  opinion 
while  overlooking  parts  he  would  rather 
“interpret.”  You  just  cannot  have  it  both 
ways.  That  Jackson  tries  to  pass  his  hatred 
off  as  the  Word  of  God  is  the  ultimate 
blasphemy. 

If  Jackson  really  believes  in  the  compas¬ 
sionate  and  loving  Jesus,  he  should  repent 
of  his  homophobic  sin  and  work  diligently 
to  eliminate  hatred  and  discrimination 
against  all  people. 

Yours  truly, 
Anthony  Watson 
H  Brighton,  MA 
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Bill  Haislip 

Gay  socialist  activist  leaves  legacy  of 
dedication  and  humor 


By  Shelley  Ettinger 

NEW  YORK  —  Bill  Haislip,  a  loved  and 
respected  member  of  Workers  World  Party 
(WWP)  and  a  founder  of  WWP’s  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Caucus,  died  of  AIDS  on  Nov.  17. 
He  was  48. 

As  a  gay  man  who  joined  WWP  in  the 
years  soon  after  the  Stonewall  Rebellion, 
Bill  Haislip  played  a  key  role  in  helping  to 
develop  the  Party’s  political  analysis  of  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  oppression,  sensitivity  to  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community,  and  active  in¬ 
volvement  in  the  lesbian  and  gay  struggle.  Bill 
was  an  actor,  singer  and  dancer;  a  graphic 
artist,  cartoonist,  banner-maker  and 
printer;  a  worker  and  dedicated  trade 
unionist,  elected  delegate  and  bargaining 
team  member  in  Local  1 199;  and  a  lifelong 
fighter  for  justice. 

Bill  Haislip  was  born  and  raised  in 
Virginia,  and  after  a  stint  in  the  Navy  he 
headed  to  New  York  City  to  become  an  ac¬ 
tor.  In  the  1960s  and  early  ’70s,  he  was  a 
pioneer  in  the  Off-Off  Broadway  theater 
movement  and  appeared  in  scores  of  stage 
productions  as  well  as  several  films.  He  was 
in  the  original  cast  of  “Fortune  and  Men’s 
Eyes,’’  and  those  who  saw  him  still 
remember  his  portrayal  of  Queenie,  a  gay 
man  in  prison.  His  other  credits  include 
“Madonna  in  the  Orchard,’’  “Valentine’s 
Rainbow,’’  “The  Sand  Castle,’’  and 
“Aretha  in  the  Ice  Palace.” 

Bill  was  drawn  to  political  activism  by  his 
experience  of  gay  oppression  and  his  hatred 
of  racism.  He  became  deeply  involved  with 
Workers  World  Party  during  the  organizing 
of  the  march  against  racism  in  Boston  in 
1974,  and  in  the  ensuing  years  he  gave  up  his 
theater  career  to  devote  his  life  to  political 
struggle.  Just  the  week  before  AIDS  dis¬ 
abled  him.  Bill  marched  on  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Pride  Day,  as  he  did  every  year. 

In  addition  to  his  cartoons,  which  were 


One  of  Bill  Haislip’s  editorial  cartoons  for  Worker’s 
World  ^ 


reprinted  around  the  world.  Bill  was  respon¬ 
sible  for  printing  and  production  of  literally 
millions  of  posters,  leaflets  and  other 
political  literature.  Bill  Haislip  designed  the 
beautiful  flags  and  banners  that  fluttered  in 
the  breeze  at  the  first-ever  national  march 
for  lesbian  and  gay  rights  in  1979:  two  fists 
breaking  chains,  with  the  slogan  “Stonewall 
Means  Fight  Back.”  He  also  took  on  many 
internal  organizational  tasks  in  WWP,  most 
notably  his  work  on  the  childcare  commit¬ 
tee. 

Bill  Haislip  will  be  dearly  missed  by  his 
many  friends,  co-workers  and  comrades. 
We’ll  miss  his  energy  and  verve,  his  friend¬ 
ship  and  warmth,  his  beautiful  voice  belting 
out  show  tunes.  His  compassion,  love,  and 
dedication  will  stay  with  us  as  we  move  for¬ 
ward  in  the  fight  for  lesbian  and  gay  libera¬ 
tion  and  against  AIDS,  and  for  a  socialist 
future.  □ 


Center 

Continued  from  page  3 

we  were  progressing,”  he  stated.  “The  idea 
here  is  to  get  a  community  center  together 
and  people  have  to  be  convinced  that  you 
mean  business.  That’s  my  background.” 

He  said  he  has  no  malice  toward  the 
organization  and  appreciated  the  attempt 
by  all  parties  to  keep  conflicts  from 
degenerating  to  personality  fights.  How¬ 
ever,  he  stated  his  impression  that  he  was 
voted  out  arbitrarily  without  the  input  of  the 
broader  membership  that  elected  him  in  the 
first  place.  “In  a  voluntary  organization,” 
Esposito  said,  “there  is  a  wide  range  of  stan¬ 
dards  used  to  remove  people.  In  the  begin¬ 
ning,  sometimes  those  standards  drop  and 
human  emotion  prevails.  To  remove  a  com¬ 
munity  leader,  reasons  should  be  right  on 
the  mark... deliberate  obstruction  should  be 
shown. 

“All  1  wanted  to  do  was  get  an  idea  of 
how  much  money  we  had  to  work  with,”  he 
continued,  “I’m  a  landlord  myself.  You 
need  tenants  before  you  can  ascertain  what 
the  mortgage  will  be.” 

Esposito  was  referring  to  a  letter  he 
drafted  soliciting  a  contingent  of  financial 
support  from  lesbian/gay  community 
groups.  According  to  Graves,  the  letter  was 
sent  out  under  Graves’  name  without  the 
consultation  of  other  board  members.  The 
board  members  were  angered  by  Esposito’s 
action,  which  they  allege  violates  the 
group’s  by-laws  and  undermines  the  center’s 
goals.  Lamsa  explained  that  the  board  envis¬ 
ions  the  center  as  an  open  meeting  space  to 
serve  the  community  and  promote  coalition¬ 
building,  not  as  a  business  prospect.  Graves 
sent  a  follow-up  letter  to  groups  the  board 
feared  would  be  confused  by  Esposito’s  so¬ 
licitation,  apologized  and  stressed  that 
sliding  scale  rental  space  will  be  available  in 
the  future,  following  extensive  fundraising 
by  the  center. 

We’re  trying  to  pull  ourselves  back 
together  after  a  difficult  period,”  Graves 
said.  “The  board  saw  a  stalemate  with  Den¬ 
nis  Esposito  and  we  didn’t  know  what  to  do. 
Besides  the  general  dissatisfaction  with  his 
leadership,  when  he  took  a  specific  act  that 
violated  the  center,  it  gave  us  a  smoking  gun 
and  a  reason  for  impeachment.  Now  we 
have  to  rebuild  internally... make  bridges 
with  the  community.” 

Graves,  who  has  been  involved  with  the 
local  gay  community  for  over  15  years,  met 


with  various  spokespersons  from  lesbian 
and  gay  groups  in  Boston  to  promote  favor¬ 
able  publicity  about  the  center.  He  recently 
approached  City  Councillor  David  Scon- 
dras  to  encourage  municipal  support  for  the 
project;  former  Boston  mayoral  liaison  Ann 
Maguire  has  also  helped  the  center  attempt 
to  garner  city  funds.  Graves  said  he  is  aware 
that  some  community  groups  may  perceive 
the  center  as  prohibitively  mainstream  due 
to  these  civic  ties  and  a  board  membership 
that  remains  all-white  and  primarily  middle- 
class.  He  stated  that  one  of  the  board’s 
priorities  is  to  insure  that  the  center  emerges 
as  a  place  of  equal  attractiveness  to  men  and 
women  of  all  colors,  ages  and  Income  levels. 

Graves  said,  “Honestly,  at  this  point 
there’s  no  reason  that  people  of  color  should 
believe  our  intentions.  But  we  want  people 
to  talk  with  us,  let  us  know  how  we  can  be  a 
center  for  the  entire  community.  We  want  to 
do  everything  possible  to  keep  it  from  being 
a  place  for  only  white,  middle-class  men.” 

Graves  also  stressed  the  board’s  desire  to 
keep  internal  politics  out  of  the  center  so 
that  all  people  will  envision  it  as  a  neutral, 
welcoming  space.  The  board  could  not  yet 
project  a  specific  site  or  opening  date  for  the 
center. 

Graves  mentioned  familiarity  with  the 
controversy  at  New  York’s  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community  Services  Center  over  its  ongo¬ 
ing  exclusion  of  the  North  American 
Man/Boy  Love  Association  (NAMBLA). 
Graves  offered  no  clear  idea  of  what  would 
happen  if  a  similar  situation  ensued  at  the 
Boston  center.  He  reiterated  hope  that  the 
center  would  remain  an  open  space  reflec¬ 
ting  the  goal,  as  stated  in  the  by-laws,  of 
“assisting  in  the  provision  of  health,  educa¬ 
tion,  social,  cultural,  and  recreational  ser¬ 
vices  to  Boston’s  lesbian  and  gay  communi¬ 
ty.” 

General  membership  meetings  of  the  Boston 
Center  for  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men  are  held 
monthly  and  open  to  all  interested  people. 
Call  John  Graves  at  266-2069 for  further  in¬ 
formation.  □ 
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Excerpts  from  the  Boston  Globe's 
Stage  Review 


Funny,  riveting 
show  for  gays 
and  straights 

By  Susan  Wilson 

Special  to  the  Globe 

“So  you  think  you  know  what’s  new  in 

Boston  nightlife? ...” 

“. . . Tom  Wilson  Weinberg’s  nifty  little 
sledgehammer  of  a  show,  called  ‘The 
Ten  Percent  Revue,’. . .  at  the  new 
Club  Cabaret.  The  ‘Ten  Percent’  part 
comes  from  the  Kinsey  Report’s 
famed  statistic,  that  at  least  one  out 
of  every  10  people  are  gay  or  lesbian. 
The  ‘Revue’  part  comes  from  the 
mind  of  political  activist  and  social 
commentator  Weinberg. . . 


“This  new  production  of  ‘Ten  Percent 
Revue’. . .  is  based  on  almost  two 
dozen  brief  vignettes  chronicling 
the  joys  and  sorrows  of  the  gay 
experience... 

“Though  many  of  the  jokes  and  situa¬ 
tions  are  geared  to  an  insider’s  view¬ 
point  and  experiences,  the  messages 
are  universal:  how  does  a  minority 
find  itself,  redefine  itself  and  survive 
in  a  bigoted  world?  Weinberg’s 
answers  are  varied:  we  laugh  (‘Homo 
Haven  Fight  Song’),  we  envy  (‘Not 
Allowed,’  ‘If  1  WereH’d  Like  to  Be’). . . 
experiment  with  new  ideas  (‘Turkey 
Baster  Baby,’  ‘Safe  Sex  Slut’). . .  and 
we  celebrate  our  growing  numbers 
(‘We’re  Everywhere,’  ‘Gay  Name 
Game’). 

“Though  some  point  is  made  by 
every  scene,  Weinberg’s  success  is 
admittedly  erratic. . .  the  show’s  best 
moments  are  almost  unilaterally  in 
the  funniest  sketches. . .  the  cast 
indulges  in  a  campy  group  reading 
of  tabloid  ‘Personals,’  poking  fun  at 
standard  lines  and  double  standards. 
(‘Gay  White  Male  seeks  same/No 
fats,  ferns.  Blacks,  Jews/. . .  or 
bigots!) 

“While  there  are  no  outstanding 
‘stars’. . .  Vocally,  each  can  gener¬ 
ally  handle  Weinberg’s  fascinating 
Broadway-inspired  material.  Visually, 
any  of  the  four  could  be  the  boy  or  girl 
next  door  —  which. . .  is  part  of  the 
point. . . 

“A  perfect  combination,  perhaps,  for 
his  incisive  revue,  where  innocence 
battles  evil  —  and  self  knowledge  is 
the  key  to  survival.  Gay  or  straight 
can  relate  to  that  point,  for  sure.” 


Extended  thru  December  27,  including  a  special 
Christmas  Day  performance.  Performance  at  7:30  p.m. 
December  26,  second  performance  at  10:00  p.m. 

For  tickets  call  536-0972,  or  stop  by  our  Box  Office. 

Chib 

^AlareT 

at  the  Club  Cxife 

209  Columbus  Avenue  at  Berkeley  Street,  Boston  02117 


JOHN  GRAVES 
PhD. 

13  Years  Gay  Affirmative  Counseling 
for  the  Community 


Phone 
(617; 
266-2069 

42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON.  MA  02215 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
Individual,  Couple 
and  Group 
Counseling 


Call  247-4861 
ext.  58 
Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance 
Accepted 


520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain. 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


TWOinTWENTY 


A  Lesbian  Soap  Opera 
WORLD  PREMIERE 

Fri.  Jan  22  Sat.  Jan  23 

Episodes  1,  2  &  3  Episodes  4  &  5 


SOMERVILLE 

THEATRE 

Davis  Square,  Somerville 
8:00  pm  each  night 
Doors  open  at  7:00  pm 

Tickets  $  1 0  each  night  or  $  1 6  for 
Fri.  &  Sat. 

$  1 2  each  night  at  the  door. 

Tickets  available  at: 

All  Ticket  Master  Outlets 
Somerville  Theatre  Box  Office 
Call  787-8000  or  write: 

P.O.  Box  46t,  W.  Som.  02144 
Food  For  Thought-Jamaica  Plain 

OPEN  CAPTIONED 
Ticket  info;  254-3107  HY  ONLY 
Reduced  Price  Ticket  Info:  628-2831 
WEEKDAYS  9-5  VOICE  ONLY 


Dykes  to  watch  out  for 


at  CATCTwyC?,  /vio  has  sho^h 

I  X&50untLy  NOKIrflttST  («jCM«1C£ 

I  PliCU^SIoM  ABOUT  AlP  TP  THe  COKTRA&.. 


UH..  50,  Ttll.  EV£RyTM*» 
you  Wlovv/ /WOOT  HAWIET 
/NVoWfP  W|■n^  y 


SUSAN  GREENWOOD 

GROUP  FORMING 
FOR  LESBIAN 
CO-DEPENDENTS 

This  is  a  therapy  group  for  lesbians 
in  relationships  with  lovers  or 
family  members  who  abuse  alcohol 
and/or  drugs. 

This  12-week  group  will  explore 
issues  of  co-dependency,  intimacy 
and  self-esteem. 

Wednesdays  7-8;30pm 
Individual  therapy  for  lesbians 
also  available 

QUINCY  CENTER 
1  block  from  Red  Line 
Call  Susan  Greenwood,  LICSW 
871-4987 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates, 
P.C. 

David  R.  Lund,  Janice  Plainer, 
Barbara  Macy,  Michael  F.  Harrington 

Boston 

(617)  266-0760 


LOOKING  AT  USED  CARS? 

Before  buying  one,  bring  it  to  us  for 
a  complete  evaluation.  $35  for  4  or 
6  cylinder  cars  —  $5  extra  for  V-8, 
van  or  A/C  (with  this  ad).  If  you 
would  like  o  woman  mechanic  to 
work  on  your  cor,  please  soy  so 
when  you  moke  your  appointment. 

J.  &  S.  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northhampton  Street 
267-0300 


Among  Friends 
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Not  a  bad  legacy, 
brother 

BY  JOSEPH  BEAM 

Many  years  ago,  while  rummag¬ 
ing  through  cartons  in  our 
basement,  I  found  a  tattered, 
coverless  codv  of  James 
Baldwin’s  Giovanni’s  Room.  It  had  pro¬ 
bably  been  left  behind  by  one  of  the  roomers 
with  whom  we  shared  our  house.  I  read  it, 
and  realized  that  Joey  and  David’s  ex¬ 
perience  reflected  what  I  felt.  I  lay  among 
those  sweaty,  tangled  sheets  with  them.  I 
knew,  even  at  1 1 ,  that  it  was  boys  and  men 
to  whom  1  was  sexually  attracted  but  didn’t 
quite  understand  what  that  meant.  But 
those  feelings,  of  both  terror  and  anticipa¬ 
tion,  informed  the  earliest  of  my  childhood 
friendships.  The  specifics  of  Giovanni’s 
Room  —  the  white  main  characters,  the 
strange  locales  of  New  York  and  Paris,  and, 
even,  Baldwin’s  Blackness  and  gayness  — 
seemed  incidental.  The  novel  sent  deep 
resonances  through  me.  Even  then, 
though,  I  wondered,  could  there  be  happy 
endings  in  this  kind  of  love? 

Years  and  circumstances  intervened 
before  I  returned  to  Baldwin’s  work.  A 
white  prep  school,  a  predominantly  white 
college  experience,  and  my  increased  in¬ 
terest  in  the  Black  civil  rights  movement 
made  Baldwin  essential  reading.  After  all,  it 
was  his  voice,  angry  and  eloquent,  and  the 
voices  —  and  deaths  —  of  other  Black  peo¬ 
ple  that  made  my  attendance  at  Malvern 
Prep,  an  exclusive  high  school,  a  possibility. 

It  was  his  words  and  the  machinations  of 
other  civil  rights  activists  that  forced  my 
nondescript  Baptist  college  in  Indiana,  in 
the  early  ’70s,  to  fund  the  Black  Student 
Union  and  offer  Black  Studies  courses.  I 
was  as  amazed  then  as  I  am  now  how  some 
white  people  could  be  so  right,  while  others 
were  so  wrong.  I  wondered  why  white  stu¬ 
dents  petitioned  against  Black  Awareness 
Weekend,  specifically  the  appearances  of 
Gwendolyn  Brooks  and  Julian  Bond.  What 
tremors  did  they  create  in  white  knees?  I 
remember  turning  to  A  Rap  on  Race,  a 
dialogue  between  anthropologist  Margaret 
Mead  and  Baldwin,  for  answers.  Mead  had 
always  impressed  me  as  a  humane  individual 
who  was  interested,  quite  admirably,  in  the 
culture  and  traditions  of  people  of  color 
around  the  globe.  Perhaps  these  two  survey¬ 
ors  of  the  human  psyche  and  condition 
might  cast  some  light  on  the  madness  of  my 
campus  and  how  the  notion  of  whiteness 


made  so  many  students  so  willfully  ig¬ 
norant. 

Yet,  as  I  look  back  on  Baldwin’s  writing,  I 
admire  most  his  wisdom  and  courage  in 
dealing  sensitively  with  male  relationships 
and  the  richness  with  which  he  drew  Black 
culture.  The  racial  landscape  has  been  the 
primary  domain  of  Black  male  writers. 
Amiri  Baraka  (a.k.a  LeRoi  Jones)  went 
directly  to  the  bank  saying  terrible  things 
about  white  people,  a  rhetorician  who  gives 
us  that  akimbo  warrior  stance  and  a  slogan 
to  wail.  But  then  again,  there  are  writers 
who  offer  concepts  to  ponder.  Baldwin  was 
a  writer  who  wrote  with  the  delicacy  we’ve 
come  to  expect  from  women  writers;  yet,  at 
times  his  male  characters  could  be  as 
misogynist  and  despicable  as  those  por¬ 
trayed  by  other  male  writers. 

I  would  have  wished  Baldwin  to  have  been 
pro-feminist.  In  a  dialogue  with  Black 
lesbian  feminist  Audre  Lorde,  which  ap¬ 
peared  several  years  ago  in  Essence,  he 
spoke  with  less  surety  than  Lorde  about  the 
mission  of  Black  writers.  Lorde  very  clearly 
saw  other  Black  women  as  her  audience  and 
issues  of  concern  to  Black  women  as  her 
prirriary  subject  matter.  She  pressed  Bald¬ 
win:  What  do  you  have  to  say  about  the  sex¬ 
ual  violence  of  Black  men  in  the  Black  com¬ 
munity?  Shouldn’t  you  be  talking  about 
that?  What  are  you  saying  to  my  son 
Jonathan? 

The  crisis  in  Black  male  fiction,  its  lack  of 
emotion  and  possibility,  results  from  focus¬ 
ing  on  the  racist  foot  on  our  necks.  But  life 
goes  on.  How  do  we  interact  positively  with 
each  other  in  our  communities?  The  most 
glorious  thing  about  Zora  Neale  Hurston’s 
Our  Eyes  Were  Watching  God  is  the  absence 
of  white  people.  Indeed,  we  have  our  own 
country,  which  Baldwin  so  well  described  in 
his  fiction. 

Just  Above  My  Elead,  Baldwin’s  last 
novel,  published  in  1979,  catapulted  Black 
male  fiction  light  years.  Heretofore,  Black 
male  writers  suffered  from  a  kind  of  “na¬ 
tionalistic  heterosexism.’’  Homophobia 
always  limited  the  depths  to  which  we  could 
relate,  reducing  us  to  stereotypes  speaking 
slang  and  aphorisms.  In  Just  Above  My 
Head,  in  plain  view  of  the  Black  family  it 
was  possible  for  two  Black  men  to  be  lovers, 
and  be  political,  and  be  cherished  for  who 
CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  12 


The  space 
in  me 
where 
Baldwin 
lives 

BY  CHERYL  CLARKE 


The  American  idea  of  masculinity:  There 
are  few  things  under  heaven  more  difficult 
to  understand  or,  when  I  was  younger,  to 
forgive.... 

On  every  street  corner,  I  was  called  fag¬ 
got.... 

—  James  Baldwin,  “Here  Be  Dragons,” 
1985 

James  Baldwin  was  the  first  seriously 
black  writer  I  read.  I’d  read  Frank 
Yerby  and  discovered,  like  LeRoi 
Jones,  that  he  was  good  for  “at  least 
one  hard  on.”  But  Baldwin’s  writing 
said  to  me  I  could  be  black,  gay,  and 
live  to  tell  about  it.  I’ve  loved  him  all  these 
manic  years  since  I  was  15  and  first  discov¬ 
ered  novels.  He  showed  me,  in  the  stark 
loneliness  of  my  Catholic  adolescence,  how 
to  imagine  those  unspeakable  experiences, 
feel  those  unutterable  urges:  for  the  same 
sex,  the  opposite  race,  and  both  at  the  same 
time.  It  was  Baldwin,  because  he’d  ex¬ 
perienced  himself  as  the  love  object  of  his 
own  sex,  who  made  me  envision  my  own 
sexual  possibilities  in  those  early  years.  His 
work  taught  me  that  sexual  passion  and 
longing  are  rebel  urges  much  as  the  slave’s 
urge  for  freedom. 

Through  The  Fire  Next  Time,  Notes  of  a 
Native  Son,  Go  Tell  It  On  The  Mountain, 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  I  I 


We  must  always 
bury  our  dead  twice 


BY  BARBARA  SMITH 

WW  hen  I  was  growing  up  in 
'  Cleveland  in  the  1950s 
and  early  ’60s,  there  were 
two  things  I  wanted,  above 
all.  One  was  to  escape  the  bounds  of  that  big 
midwestern  city,  to  see  wondrous  places, 
especially  New  York  and  Paris.  The  other 
was  to  write. 

Of  all  the  books  that  I  devoured  during 
those  years,  it  was  James  Baldwin’s  that 
most  inspired  my  dreams.  Fortunately,  the 
first  work  I  read  by  him  was  Go  Tell  It  on 
the  Mountain,  which  like  all  the  Black 
literature  my  sister  and  I  had  the  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  read  in  those  pre-Black  Studies  days, 
was  brought  home  to  us  from  the  library  by 
our  Aunt  LaRue.  The  book  astounded  me. 
For  the  first  time  1  encountered  somebody  in 
fiction  whose  life  was  very  much  like  my 
own,  as  opposed  to  being  the  polar  op¬ 
posite.  The  novel  offered  me  the  rarest  gift. 


the  gift  of  possibility.  If  John  Grimes,  grow¬ 
ing  up  poor  and  Black  in  Harlem  in  the 
1930s,  who  was  as  much  of  an  outsider  as  I 
had  ever  been,  could  be  a  writer,  then  maybe 
so  could  1. 

1  loved  James  Baldwin,  not  only  because 
he  made  me  want  to  shape  prose  with  a  clari¬ 
ty  and  fire  that  gave  it  the  power  to  make 
people  change,  but  because  his  life  showed 
me  a  way  out.  Simply  because  he  existed,  I 
might  not  have  to  go  to  a  state  school,  get  a 
good  job  working  for  a  utility  company, 
become  a  wife,  keep  on  going  to  church,  and 
always  stay  in  Cleveland.  I  did  not  acknow¬ 
ledge  that  I  had  Lesbian  feelings  until  I  was 
in  my  twenties,  but  long  before  that 
Baldwin’s  homosexuality  was  also  a  hopeful 
sign  .  If  nothing  else,  it  indicated  his  capaci¬ 
ty  to  radically  non-conform,  to  carve  out  his 
own  emotional  freedom,  lessons  that  I 
myself  would  need  to  learn. 


When  I  heard  that  he  had  died,  just  a  few 
weeks  after  a  death  in  my  own  family,  I 
knew  yet  again  how  important  this  man  had 
been  to  me.  And  I  felt  extremely  lonely;  so¬ 
meone  who  I  only  knew  through  his  writing, 
but  who  had  been  a  guide  to  me,  was  no 
longer  here. 

Last  Tuesday,  completely  exhaust¬ 
ed  from  a  long  weekend  away  at  a  Na¬ 
tional  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays 
board  meeting,  I  decided  to  get  up  before 
dawn  and  take  a  train  from  Albany  to  New 
York  so  I  could  attend  his  funeral.  It  is  his 
funeral  that  I  want  to  focus  on  here,  to  try  to 
convey  the  transcendance  this  public  obser¬ 
vance  of  James  Baldwin’s  life  brought  to 
those  of  us  who  experienced  it,  and  to  speak 
also  of  the  disappointment  this  same 
ceremony  brought  to  those  of  us  who  are 
out  and  politically  active  as  Black  Lesbians 
CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  10 
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Tight  James  Baldwin  died  on  December  1 ,  1 987  in  St.  Paul  de  Vence,  France  of  stomach  cancer. 
aCN,  Vol.  13,  No.  32  for  more  on  Baldwin  in  'There  Be  Dragons  All  Around*'  by  Charles  Henry  Fuller. 


James  Baldwin 
continued... 
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THE  VERY  REVEREND  JAMES  P  MORTON.  DEAN 
REVEREND  CANON  UOYD  S.  CASSON,  SUB  DEAN 

Slie  (Srter  of  Semite 

ORGAN  PRELUDE 

PROCESSIONAL  —  "A  Dnim  Selute'  Babatunde  OUtunii  Ensemble 

THE  ANTHEMS  and  COLLECT  The  Very  Reverend  lames  P.  Morton 

The  Reverend  Canon  Lloyd  S.  Casson 

PSALMS  23  and  121  AngJica/)  C/taai  The  Cathedral  Chous 

THE  PRAYER  The  Reverend  Samuel  loubert 

THE  SCRIPTURE  LESSON  —  The  Reverend  Doctor  Rciw  Karefa  Smart 
The  Revelation  of  St.  lohn  the  Divine  21:1-5,  5:11-14 
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A  SUITE  OF  PRAISE  -  Odena 

'Motherless  Child" 

•Glory,  Glory,  Halleluiah" 

'Let  Us  Break  Bread  Ibgetber" 

THE  ECOMIUM/TRIBUTES  - 
Maya  An^lou 
Tbni  Morrison 

His  Excellency  Emmanuele  de  Margene 
Ambassador  of  France 

THE  HERALD  —  “A  Horn  Salute"  lunmy  Owens,  Thunpet  and  Flugel  Horn 

Danny  Mixon,  Piano 

THE  EULOGY  Armn  Baraka 

"PRECIOUS  LORD,"  A  PRAYER  lames  Baldwin 

A  Recording 

THE  CHOIR  ANTHEM 

THE  PRAYERS  and  LORD'S  PRAYER  Dean  lames  P.  Morton 

Canon  Uoyd  S.  Casson 

THE  BENEDICTION  The  Reverend  A.  Krughton  -Stanley 

THE  COMMENDATION  KANTAKIOM  Catherdial  Choin 

THE  RETIRING  PROCESSON  — 

"Continuum  Drums"  Babatunde  Olatunii 

Miur.  Poet.  Essayist.  Advocate.  Quintesseatio/ 


Order  of  Service  at  Baldwin's  funeral. 


James  Baldwin  signing  autographs,  1986. 


Bury  our  dead 

CONTINUED  FROM  CENTER 
and  Gay  men. 

The  funeral  began  at  noon  at  the 
Cathedral  of  St.  John  the  Divine.  The 
cathedral  sits,  as  if  transported  from 
another  continent  and  century,  between 
1 10th  and  1 12th  and  Amsterdam  Avenue,  at 
the  edge  of  Harlem,  where  Baldwin  was 
born.  It  is  the  largest  gothic  cathedral  in  the 
world  and  for  those  who  have  seen  it,  the 
magnitude  of  the  day’s  events  might  well  be 
grasped  from  simply  knowing  the  scale  of  the 
building  in  which  they  occurred.  The  last  fu¬ 
neral  to  be  held  here  was  Duke  Ellington’s  in 
1974. 

At  first  I  sat  alone,  but  soon  joined  a 
Black  Lesbian  artist  who  I’d  met  when  I  liv¬ 
ed  in  New  Y ork  and  a  friend  of  hers,  a  Black 
woman  writer.  A  Black  Gay  friend,  who  had 
also  made  the  trip  down  from  Albany,  hap¬ 
pened  to  see  me  and  came  to  sit  with  us.  Our 
group  was  typical  of  those  that  filled  the 
cathedral  beyond  capacity  until  there  was 
standing  room  only.  The  vast  majority  of 
the  two  or  three  thousand  people  who  came 
to  honor  Baldwin  were  Black  and  hundreds 
of  us  were  also  Lesbian  and  Gay. 

The  very  long  processional  began  at  the 
front  of  the  cathedral,  came  up  the  right 
hand  aisle  and  then  went  down  the  center, 
accompanied  by  Master  Babatunde  Olatun- 
ji’s  drummers.  Their  sound  alerted  us  that 
this  “Celebration  of  the  Life  of  James  Ar¬ 
thur  Baldwin’’  was  to  be  a  uniquely  fitting 
mixture  of  African,  African  American,  and 
Anglican  spiritual  and  cultural  traditions. 
Following  the  priests  and  choir  came  a  mass 
of  Black  writers  and  other  artists,  many  of 
whom  served  as  honorary  pall  bearers  and 
many  of  whom  were  women,  including  Toni 
Cade  Bambara,  Paule  Marshall,  and  Sonia 
Sanchez. 

I  had  always  heard  about  Baldwin’s  huge 
family,  but  to  see  the.  scores  of  them 
together,  led  by  his  mother  in  a  wheelchair, 
struck  a  visceral  emotional  chord.  They 
marched  like  a  tribe,  like  the  joining  of 
many  tribes  in  their  great  diversity,  and  they 
looked  like  everybody’s  Black  family,  in¬ 
cluding  my  own,  in  mourning. 

It  was  of  course  the  Black  aspects  of  the 
funeral  inside  of  the  Episcopal  cathedral 
that  transported  us.  Although  the  Order  of 
Service  lists  anthems,  prayers,  and  scrip¬ 
tures,  I  felt  the  service  begin  when  Odetta 
walked  toward  the  microphone  singing 
“Kumbaya,”  which  she  invited  us  to  sing 
with  her.  She  then  sang  three  traditional 
Black  songs,  a  capella:  “Sometimes  I  Feel 
Like  a  Motherless  Child,’’  “Glory,  Glory, 
Hallelujah,  When  I  Lay  My  Burden 
Down,”  and  “Let  us  Break  Bread  Together 
on  Our  Knees.”  This  is  the  music  that  we 
were  raised  on,  just  as  Baldwin  was.  The 
spirit  of  this  music  as  well  as  the  spoken 
cadences  of  the  Black  church  infused  his 
writing  and  were  essential  to  its  power. 

Maya  Angelou’s  ecomium/tribute  set  the 
tone  for  all  that  followed  because  she  spoke 
so  passionately,  personally,  and  Blackly 
about  her  love  for  Baldwin.  She  said  that  it’s 
easy  for  a  woman  to  find  a  lover,  that  she 
could  stand  on  any  street  corner  or  even  sit 
in  any  church  pew  and  do  that,  but  that 
brothers  were  much  harder  to  come  by. 
Spontaneously,  many  of  us  clapped  for  her 
words,  while  wondering  if  we  should  be 
clapping  at  a  funeral  in  an  Anglican 
cathedral.  By  this  time,  however,  St.  John 
the  Divine  was  no  longer  a  mere  cathedral. 
It  had  become  a  gospel  church,  like  the  ones 
Baldwin  grew  up  in  and  like  the  Temple  of 
the  Fire  Baptized,  which  he  immortalized  in 
Go  Tell  It  on  the  Mountain.  A  church  where 
spirit,  pain,  and  joy  formed  a  holy  amalgam 
and  were  righteously  acknowledged  out 
loud. 

Toni  Morrison  gave  the  second  tribute  in 
quite  different,  but  no  less  vivid  language. 
She  spoke  about  how  uniquely  gentle  and 
kind  Baldwin  was  and  said  his  was  a 
“tenderness  and  vulnerability  that  asked 
everything  of  us;  expected  everything  of 
us....”  For  the  first  time  that  afternoon  I 
began  to  think  specifically  about  Baldwin  as 
a  Gay  man  and  wondered  if  this  “detail”  of 
his  being  would  surface  here. 

The  three  tributes,  including  one  by  the 
French  Ambassador  to  the  U.S.,  were  fol¬ 
lowed  by  “A  Horn  Salute”  which  was  in 
fact  a  jazz  arrangement  played  by  Hugh 
Masekela  on  trumpet,  Jimmy  Owens  on 
flugel  horn,  and  Danny  Mixon  on  piano. 
Again,  the  music  embodied  the  spirit  of  the 
life  being  honored  and  also  reflected  an¬ 
other  facet  of  the  sound  of  Baldwin’s 
writing.  At  one  point,  the  trio  segued  into  a 
subtle  jazz  version  of  “When  the  Saints  Go 


Marching  In,”  an  aural  gift  recognizable  to 
those  of  us  whose  culture  this  music  was. 

Amiri  Baraka’s  eulogy,  entitled 
“Jimmy,”  went  to  the  heart  of  Baldwin  as  a 
person  and  as  an  artist.  By  delivering  his 
own  relentless  political  message  in 
Baldwin’s  memory,  Baraka  reflected  and 
shared  the  activism  that  characterized 
Baldwin’s  true  greatness  as  a  writer. 
Thousands  of  Black  people  had  come  to 
commemorate  Baldwin’s  life  not  just 
because  of  his  remarkable  literary  gifts,  but 
because,  until  the  end,  he  consistently  wrote 
about  us.  Unlike  some  writers,  who  the 
white  establishment  loves  much  more, 
Baldwin’s  constant  themes  were  racism,  op¬ 
pression,  and  injustice,  all  of  which  are  in¬ 
tegrally  linked  to  every  nuance  of  Black  peo¬ 
ple’s  personal  and  emotional  lives.  It  is  not 
possible  to  write  accurately  about  how 
African  Americans  feel,  without  also 
writing  about  the  social,  political,  and 
economic  context  in  which  those  feelings 
and  individual  dramas  take  place. 

Baraka  reminded  us  that  like  all  great  ar¬ 
tists,  Baldwin  had  an  ethical  vision.  He 
knew  that  his  job  was  to  deal  in  “both  beau¬ 
ty  and  truth”; 

When  he  saw  and  heard  him,  he  made  us 
feel  good.  He  made  us  feel,  for  one  thing, 
that  we  could  defend  ourselves,  that  we 
were  in  the  world  not  merely  as  animate 
slaves,  but  as  terrifyingly  sensitive 
measures  of  what  is  good  or  evil,  beautiful 
or  ugly.  This  is  the  power  of  his  spirit.  This 
is  the  bond  which  created  our  love  for  him. 

This  is  the  fire  that  terrifies  our  pitiful 
enemies.  That  not  only  are  we  alive  but 
shatteringly  precise  in  our  songs  and  our 
scorn.  You  could  not  possibly  think  your¬ 
self  righteous  murderers,  when  you  saw  or 
were  wrenched  by  our  Jimmy’s  spirit!  He 
was  carrying  it  as  us,  as  we  carry  him 
as  us. 

Jimmy  will  be  remembered,  even  as 
James,  for  his  word.  Only  the  completely 
ignorant  can  doubt  his  mastery  of  it.  Jim¬ 
my  Baldwin  was  the  creator  of  contem¬ 
porary  American  speech  even  before  Amaicans 
could  dig  that.  He  created  it  so  we  could 
speak  to  each  other  at  unimaginable  inten¬ 
sities  of  feeling,  so  we  could  make  sense  to 
each  other  at  yet  higher  and  higher  tem¬ 
pos. 

Baraka  also  referred  to  the 
“pre-humans”  who  have  plagued  this  coun¬ 
try’s  history  at  every  turn  with  their  vicious 
and  violent  responses  to  all  who  are  not  ex¬ 
actly  like  themselves.  I  especially  ap¬ 
preciated,  as  did  many  others,  his  condemna¬ 
tion  of  the  ignorant  and  often  cruel  com¬ 
ments  about  Baldwin’s  career  in  the  white 
press  upon  his  death.  (The  most  pathetic  ex¬ 
ample  of  these  literary  lynchings  I  have 
come  across  was  Peter  S.  Prescott’s  in  the 
December  14  issue  of  Newsweek.) 

Baraka  concluded  by  stating:  “For  Jim¬ 
my  was  God’s  black  revolutionary  mouth;  if 
there  is  a  God,  and  revolution  his  righteous 
natural  expression  and  elegant  song  the 
deepest  and  most  fundamental  common¬ 
place  of  being  alive.”  As  Baraka  finished, 
most  of  the  Black  people  present  rose  to 
their  feet  and  offered  him  a  standing  ova¬ 
tion. 

The  only  voice  that  could  adequately 
follow  Baraka’s  eulogy  was  Baldwin’s  own. 
A  recording  of  him  singing  “Precious  Lord, 
Take  My  Hand”  washed  over  the  stilled 
crowd. 

After  more  prayers  and  choral  music,  the 
recessional  moved  slowly  back  up  the  center 
aisle,  this  time  bearing  the  black  shrouded 
coffin,  again  to  the  sound  of  Olatunji’s 
roaring  drums. 

For  me,  being  there  was  richer  than  any 
words  can  convey.  It  made  me  recommit 
myself  to  my  work  as  a  writer,  specifically  as 
a  Black  writer  who  is  simultaneously  a  polit¬ 
ical  activist.  1  was  reminded  of  why  we  do 
these  things,  when  other  more  worn  paths 
offer  seemingly  greater  rewards  and  would 
certainly  be  a  whole  lot  easier  to  walk. 
Memories  of  last  Tuesday  and  returning  to 
Baldwin’s  words  will  undoubtedly  sustain 
me  and  many  others  for  years  to  come. 

Although  Baldwin’s  funeral  completely 
reinforced  our  Blackness,  it  tragically 
rendered  his  and  our  homosexuality  com¬ 
pletely  invisible.  In  those  two  hours  of 
remembrance  and  praise,  not  a  syllable  was 
breathed  that  this  wonderful  brother,  this 
writer,  this  warrior,  was  also  gay,  that  his 
being  gay  was  indeed  integral  to  his  magnifi¬ 
cence. 

If  1  were  writing  this  for  a  straight 
publication  with  a  largely  heterosexual 
readership,  undoubtedly  the  question  would 
be  looming  now:  “But  what  difference  does 
it  make  if  he  was  Gay?  Why  bring  it  up 
especially  at  his  funeral,  when  the  point  was 
to  remember  the  best  about  him?”  Well, 

Continued  on  page  1 1 
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Space  in  me 
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Giovanni’s  Room,  and  especially  Another 
Country,  I  felt  the  poetics  of  resistance  in 
black  literature  at  a  visceral  level  for  the  first 
time  —  the  next  time  would  be  when  I  would 
begin  to  read  black  women  writers. 

1  began  my  preparation  for  lesbianism 
with  the  reading  of  Another  Country  in 
1963.  I  would  not  know  this  for  ten  more 
years.  I  learned  three  lessons  from  that 
novel:  people  are  eminently  sexual  crea¬ 
tures;  they  are  capable  of  a  multiplicity  of 
relationships  in  spite  of  the  complications 
and  because  of  them;  and  words  are  power¬ 
ful  aphrodisiacs.  But  because  I  was  the  Tau¬ 
rus  child  of  a  working-class-aspiring-to-be- 
middle-class  black  American  family  grow¬ 
ing  up  in  Washington,  D.C.,  the  citadel  of 
the  black  bourgeoisie,  I  was  seduced  into 
repressing  the  lessons  of  Another  Country.  I 
moved  on  to  more  rational  pursuits  like  col¬ 
lege. 

Though  suppressed,  Baldwin  lived  in  me. 

I  wrote  a  long  paper  on  Another  Country  in 
my  freshman  year  at  Howard  University. 
But  by  1966,  at  the  dawn  of  the  Black  Power 
Movement,  Baldwin  had  become  suspect 
and  unacceptable  to  those  black  people 
(men),  like  Eldridge  Cleaver  and  LeRoi 
Jones,  who  were  formulating  the  criteria  of 
blackness  and  whose  books  had  to  be  read 
or  at  least  carried  around  if  one  did  not  want 
her  blackness  called  into  question.  “Equali¬ 
ty  of  the  sexes,”  interracial  love,  non¬ 
monogamy,  and  certainly  homosexuality 
were  deemed  antithetical  to  blackness.  This 
was  not  a  time  for  novels  —  not  Baldwin’s 
anyway. 

But  the  burden  of  having  read  Another 
Country  and  having  absorbed  its  lessons  had 
finally  to  be  borne.  Another  Country  was  an 
act  of  courage  we  did  not  witness  again  until 
Morrison’s  The  Bluest  Eye  and  Walker’s 
The  Third  Life  of  Grange  Copeland.  Most 
critics  —  black  and  white  —  unilaterally 
agreed  that  Another  Country  was  a  “bad” 
novel.  Black  critic  Addison  Gayle,  a  loud 
proponent  of  the  black  (male)  aesthetic,  ac¬ 
cused  Baldwin  of  “distortion”  in  his  critical 
study,  The  fVay  of  the  New  World  —  not  so 
very  different  from  what  many  black  male 
critics  were  to  say  of  Walker’s  The  Color 
Purple,  which  Another  Country  anticipates. 
Even  my  high  school  English  teacher,  a 
white  nun,  warned  me  that  the  characters 
of  Another  Country  are  not  real:  “Real  peo¬ 
ple  don’t  act  like  that.”  But  it  is  this  novel, 
this  panoramic  representation  of  existential 
grief  that  most  unequivocally  epitomizes 
Baldwin’s  truth  that  no  one  is  innocent. 
James  Baldwin  is  the  first  and  only  black 
Anerican  male  writer  to  treat  the  issue  of 
male  homosexuality  positively  and  realistic¬ 
ally  in  fiction.  Though  his  treatment  of 
women  in  the  novel  is  not  particularly  ad¬ 
vanced  —  they  are  depicted  mostly  as 
groupies,  band  chicks,  hangers-on,  male- 
identified,  or  avenging  angels  —  the  book 
still  lives  in  me.  In  re-reading  Another 
Country  recently,  I  discovered  more  certain¬ 
ly  than  ever  in  this  discomfiting  time,  that  I 
am  Rufus  Scott*  in  all  his  pathology  and 
rage  as  surely  as  Baldwin  must  have  seen  Ida 
Scott  as  himself,  relentlessly  stalking  this 
society  for  its  culpability  in  Rufus’  death. 

The  ugly-beautiful,  bug-eyed  black  boy 
called  faggot  on  every  corner  of  the  West 


Adoption 
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not  legally  binding,  and  activists  said  it  is 
unlikely  that  Congress  would  officially 
legislate  against  gay  and  lesbian  parents. 
However,  many  state  legislatures,  who  con¬ 
trol  adoption  policy,  may  be  influenced  by 
the  report.  Florida  and  New  Hampshire  are 
currently  the  only  states  that  prohibit  gay 
men  and  lesbians  from  adopting  children, 
but  many  others  are  developing  policies. 

Kevin  Cathcart,  who  challenged  the 
Massachusetts  anti-gay  foster  care  policy  as 
executive  director  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Ad¬ 
vocates  and  Defenders,  said  the  report  could 
have  a  “chilling”  effect  on  gay  parents.  “It 
has  always  been  our  position  that  decisions 
about  adoption  should  be  based  on  infor¬ 
mation  available  in  the  field  and  not  on  a 
political  agenda  passed  off  as  a  social 
science.  This  could  turn  back  our  educa¬ 
tional  efforts,  which  have  tried  to  demystify 
gay  and  lesbian  parenting,”  said  Cathcart. 
He  also  questioned  the  motives  of  the  Task 
Force  and  its  professed  concern  for  children 
by  pointing  out  that  many  opponents  of  gay 
parenting  would  rather  have  children  live  in 
a  state  institution  than  live  with  a  gay  man  or 
lesbian. 
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Village  until  he  migrated  to  Paris  was  always 
there  to  remind  us  of  his  pain  and  ours,  his 
loneliness  and  ours.  And  he  is  ours,  our 
native  son.  No  matter  who  else  claims  him 
upon  the  safe  and  terrible  occasion  of  his 
death,  he  is  ours  —  in  all  his  beautiful  am¬ 
bivalence  over  claiming  us  as  his: 

...all  American  categorie.s  of  male  and 
female,  straight  or  not,  black  or  white, 
were  shattered,  thank  heaven,  very  early  in 
my  life.  Not  without  anguish,  certainly; 
but  once  you  have  discerned  the  meaning 
of  a  label,  it  may  seem  to  define  you  for 
others,  but  it  does  not  define  you  to 
yourself.' 

I  mourn  him  and  I  celebrate  him  —  Jimm\ 

*The  black  male  character  of  the  novel  around 
whose  death  the  action  of  the  novel  revolves.  Ida 
Scott  is  his  younger  sister. 

'James  Baldwin,  “Here  Be  Dragons,”  The  Price 
of  the  Ticket:  Collected  Nonfiction  1948-1985. 
St.  Martin’s/Marek:  1985,  p.681. 

Bury  our  dead 
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Baldwin’s  being  Gay  and  having  written 
about  it  with  such  depth  and  courage  at  a 
time  when  there  was  no  movement  nor  even 
a  few  friends  to  back  him  up,  was  definitely 
“the  best”  about  him. 

If  all  of  who  James  Baldwin  was  had  been 
mentioned  at  this  funeral  in  New  York  City 
on  December  8,  1987,  at  the  Cathedral  of  St. 
John  the  Divine,  it  would  have  gone  out  on 
the  wire  services  and  been  broadcast  on  the 
air  all  over  the  globe.  Not  only  would  this  news 
have  geometrically  increased  the  quotient  of 
truth  available  from  last  Tuesday’s  media  in 
general,  it  also  would  have  helped  alter,  if 
only  by  an  increment,  perceptions  in  Black 
communities  all  over  the  world  about  the 
meaning  of  homosexuality,  communities 
where  those  of  us  who  survive  Baldwin  as 
Black  Lesbians  and  Gay  men  must  continue 
to  dwell. 

The  silence  of  his  friends  makes  me 
wonder  about  the  silence  in  Baldwin’s  life, 
“the  price  of  the  ticket”  he  paid  to  be  ac¬ 
cepted  by  the  straight  Black  literary  estab¬ 
lishment.  I  wonder  was  it  even  discussed. 

Although  Baldwin  was  always  frank 
about  his  homosexuality,  he  was  not  politi¬ 
cized  about  it,  which  means  that  he  did  not 
directly  challenge  the  pantheon  of  African 
American  writers  and  intellectuals  to 
understand  homosexuality  and  homo¬ 
phobia  as  significant  political  concerns. 

For  the  handful  of  us  who  are  out  Black 
Lesbian  and  gay  writers,  our  work  is  ob¬ 
viously  cut  out  for  us.  Sadly,  we  must  always 
bury  our  dead  twice.  The  tributes  in  these 
pages  are  one  effort  to  do  that  with  an  in¬ 
tegrity  missing  from  the  official  ceremony. 
Undoubtedly,  we  will  organize  countless 
memorial  gatherings  in  the  months  and 
years  to  come,  where  we  will  not  be  afraid  to 
speak  of  James  Baldwin  as  a  Black  Gay 
brother.  What  galls  me,  finally,  is  that  as 
ghettoized  as  we  are,  our  efforts  will  be  large¬ 
ly  invisible  to  all  but  ourselves  and  will  not 
have  the  kind  of  immediate  and  challenging 
impact  that  telling  the  whole  truth  at 
Baldwin’s  funeral  could  have  had.  Painful¬ 
ly,  at  his  own  funeral,  among  those  who  had 
the  opportunity  to  speak,  nobody  knew 
Baldwin’s  full  name  or  at  least  they  seemed 
temporarily  to  have  forgotten  it  for  the  oc¬ 
casion.  □ 


The  Task  Force’s  recommendations  come 
in  the  midst  of  many  recent  court  decisions 
upholding  the  rights  of  gay  and  lesbian 
parents.  Achtenberg  said  the  courts  have 
looked  at  evidence  indicating  that  gay  men 
and  lesbians  are  capable  parents,  while  the 
Presidential  Task  Force  apparently  ignored 
the  evidence  submitted  to  them.  In  a  deci¬ 
sion  hailed  by  gay  rights  advocates  as  a 
“first”  in  custody  battles,  a  Superior  Court 
judge  in  San  Diego  went  so  far  as  to  award 
custody  of  a  16-year-old-male  to  his  late 
father’s  gay  lover. 

Levi  said  NGLTF  would  attempt  to  com¬ 
bat  the  recommendations  by  asking  a  “sym¬ 
pathetic”  member  of  Congress  to  sponsor 
hearings,  where  experts  could  testify  in 
favor  of  gay  and  lesbian  adoption.  Levi 
acknowledged  that  this  is  a  risky  strategy 
because  the  right  wing,  led  by  Jesse  Helms 
(R-NC),  could  exploit  the  issue  in  Congress. 
“It  is  important  to  put  our  views  on  the 
record,  because  Helms  will  already  have  the 
support  of  the  Presidential  Task  Force,” 
said  Levi. 

□  filed  from  Boston 
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boycott  was  quite  successful  in  terms  of 
involving  the  gay  community  in  labor  issues 
and  getting  respect  in  return.” 

Scoppettuolo  praised  the  lesbian/gay 
community  along  with  other  boycotters  for 
their  effective  show  of  grassroots  strength. 
‘‘We  scared  the  living  shit  out  of  Coors,”  he 
said.  ‘‘Unfortunately,  the  AFL-CIO  kind  of 
broke  the  coalition  when  they  called  things 
off.” 

Meizhu  Lui,  president  of  the  American 
Federation  of  State,  County  and  Municipal 
Employees  (AFSCME)  at  Boston  City 
Hospital,  also  expressed  satisfaction  at  the 
power  of  the  boycott  thus  far.  However,  she 
said  she  was  disconcerted  when  the  AFL- 
CIO  withdrew  and  that  she  believes  the  boy¬ 
cott  should  continue  regardless  of  further 
reforms  claimed  by  Coors. 

‘‘Things  have  not  changed,”  said  Lui, 
one  of  the  leading  Boston  organizers  of  the 
boycott.  ‘‘Everything  Coors  is  doing  now  is 
just  to  sell  more  beer.  It’s  nice  to  have  this 
new  antidiscrimination  policy,  but  history 
has  shown  that  if  it’s  not  a  part  of  actual 
labor  negotiations  then  it’s  not  enough  — 
there’s  no  process  for  verification.  I  don’t 
trust  they’re  doing  anything  beyond  the 
cosmetic.” 

Lui  stated  that  other  progressive  trade 
unionists,  including  a  statewide  coalition 
called  the  Massachusetts  Labor  Support 
Project,  urged  a  continuation  of  the  Coors 
boycott.  Another  ongoing  concern,  she  ex¬ 
plained,  is  that  even  if  the  company  honors 
its  claim  to  stop  funding  rightwing  groups, 
individual  Coors  family  members  will  con¬ 
tinue  their  reprehensible  practices. 

Scondras  admitted  his  call  to  settle  with 
Coors  is  not  problem-free.  ‘‘To  make  things 
clear,”  he  said,  ‘‘some  may  still  be  troubled 
and  may  not  want  to  drink  or  sell  Coors  as 
an  act  of  conscience.  But  we  have  won  a 
great  deal  through  the  boycott  and  we  want 
to  let  people  know  it  works.  There’s  a  time 
to  fight  and  a  time  to  declare  peace.” 

“It’s  nice  to  be  able  to  demonstrate  that 
we  can  win,”  said  another  former  boycott 
organizer,  a  gay  man  who  requested  anon¬ 
ymity.  “We  showed  that  our  economic 
power  is  as  important  as  our  voting  power, 
our  bodies.  A  similar  example  is  that  the 
price  of  AZT  is  being  lowered  now  because 
of  the  pressure  of  the  gay  and  lesbian  com¬ 
munity.” 

Sccindras’  office  stated  that  over  100 
boycott  participants  —  including  represen¬ 
tatives  from  labor,  communities  of  color, 
and  lesbian/gay  organizations  —  were  con¬ 
sulted  about  the  decision  to  reach  an  agree¬ 
ment  with  Coors.  Still,  some  activists  ex¬ 
pressed  irritation  that  the  settlement  appears 
to  have  been  made  from  only  top  leadership 
without  regard  for  the  varying  constituents 
responsible  for  the  success  of  the  boycott 
over  the  years.  Members  of  the  Boston  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Labor  Activists  Network  and 
other  participants  in  the  boycott  told  GCN 
they  were  unaware  of  Scondras’  negotia¬ 
tions  and  surprised  by  the  sudden  announce¬ 
ment.  But  Scondras,  Bolling,  Bozzotto  and 
United  Liquors  are  claiming  victory.  As  is 
Coors.  □ 


Legacy 

CONTINUED  FROM  CENTER 

they  were.  Baldwin  had  crossed  this  treach¬ 
erous  terrain  decades  before.  Because  he 
could  envision  us  as  lovers,  our  possibilities 
were  endless.  We  could  be  warriors,  artists, 
and  astronauts;  we  could  be  severe,  sensitive 
and  philosophical. 

The  first  and  only  time  I  heard  James 
Baldwin  read,  1  sat  perched  on  the  edge  of 
my  chair  catching  every  syllable  that  drop¬ 
ped  from  his  lips.  In  the  too-crowded,  too- 
hot  room,  I  watched  him  pat  beads  of  pers¬ 
piration  from  his  forehead  with  a  flourish 
only  a  true  diva  could  muster.  He  was  a 
diva,  yet  up  close  he  seemed  quite  fragile, 
having  paid  the  price  of  the  ticket  for  being 
arrogant,  articulate  and  Black. 

James  Baldwin,  who  died  at  age  63,  lived 
as  long  as  he  was  supposed  to  live:  64  years  is 
the  average  life  expectancy  for  Black  men; 
white  men  live  seven  years  longer.  He  said 
much  more  than  he  was  supposed  to  say:  23 
works  published  since  1953.  Not  a  bad 
legacy  for  someone  who  the  Republic  wish¬ 
ed  dead  by  age  14.  Not  a  bad  legacy  at  all, 
brother.  □ 
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CHILTERN 


MOUNTAIN  CLUB 

An  outdoor  recreational  club 
sponsored  by  New  England  area 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  For  further 
information,  please  write. 

P.O.  Box  407g  Boston,  MA 

Michael  replies  are  confidential.  3^,^^ 
522-9194  899-1606 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
(61  7)353-1  SOO 


GAYELLOWMGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973.  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. .  .(area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too!) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas,  N.  &  S. 
Carolina,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kansas,  Kentucky,  Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  Missouri,  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma,  Puerto 
Rico,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia. 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut,  Delaware, 
District  of  Columbia,  Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Ver¬ 
mont,  W.  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station,  NY,  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope.  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books,  598  Yonge  St.,  Toronto,  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


HELPFUL  HEALTHCARE 

FENWAY 
^  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

"  .Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  • 

■»  HtV  Education  &  Testing  Program  • 

•  General  Medicine  •  Women's  Health  • 

•  Altern.ative  insemination  •  .Mental  Health  • 

•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Victim  Recovery  Program  • 

•  Nutrition  •  Dermatology  •  Geriatrics  • 

•  Podiatry  • 

by  appointment 

267-7573 

HIV  267-0159 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
16  Haviland  SI.,  Boston,  MA  02115 

I  15  YEARS  SERVING 

THE  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 

•  quality  care  •  research  •  health  education  • 

*  confidential  • 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 


In%uran€9 
for  all  your  needs 

Congress  St. 

P.O.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 
E.  Orleans.  MA  02643 
255-2600 


Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


□  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


Confused,  Anxious, 
Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 
Peace  and  Vitality  is: 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of  it. 
Call  us: 


739-7832 

321  Columbus  Ave. 
5th  Floor,  Boston 


MassBay 


COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 


Quality 

printing 


(617)  524-6822 


tor 

change 


Red  Sun  Press,  a  worker- 
controlled  collective  and  a  union 
Shop,  can  meet  your  complete 
printing  needs,  from  layout  to  bindery. 

Call  us  for  an  estimate 
at  524-6822 
Monday  through  Friday, 
9  am  to  5:30  pm. 


94  GREEN  STREET  JAMAICA  PLAIN,  MA  02130 


BUSINESS 


ACCOMMODATION$ 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 

22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

RONALD  KELTER 
Acupuncture  Associates  of 
Cambridge 

843  Mass.  Ave.,  Central  Sq. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
617-491-4410 

ALCOHOUDRUG 

TREATMENT 

SPOFEORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITINGfTAXE$ 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Cenified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 

523- 1060 

AUDIO-VISUAL 

SAMDPERIL  AUDIO-VISUAL 

23  Clive  St, 

Boston.  MA  02130 

524- 7992 

BICYCLES 

PERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  Street 
Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
617-522-7082 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMAN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political  Struggle. 
South  Africa.  Central  America, 
Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-1464 

CATERING 

AS  YOU  LIKE  IT 
Affordable  Catering 
for  All  Occasions 
321-3475 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1122  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  731-3306 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
266-8584 


DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
232-7200 

DR.  DAVID.  STOLER 
Chiropractor 
SOMA  Practitioner 
124  Harvard  St.  No. 3 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  731-3306 

COUNSELING 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  lADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Av. 

Boston.  MA  02116 
739-7860 

PATRICIA  A.  BURKE,  LICSW 
ADDICTION  TREATMENT/ 
FAMILY  THERAPY 
10  Goodway  Road 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
522-9446 

ENTRANCES  AND  EXITS 

PSYCHOTHERAPY  FOR 

WOMEN,  COUPLES  AND 

CHILDREN 

Jill  Richard,  LICSW 

1130  Mass.  Ave.,  Harvard  Sq. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 

776-6158 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

1861/2  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 

STEPEHEN  J.  GOLDBURGH 
EDO 

Licensed  Psychologist 
1330  Beacon  St..  Suite  231 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
(617)  734-6996 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 

321  Columbus  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  021 16 
739-7832 

DR,  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
319  Mass  Av 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-1112 

PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston,  MA 
267-9150 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  Street 
Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60'/2  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
876-8438 


DAYCARE 

BARB'S  FAMILY  DAYCARE 
State  Licensed 

Beacon  Hill,  Boston,  MA  02114 
523-3772 

DENTISTRY 

DR,  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROlPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av, 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA  & 

AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston.  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 
CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford.  MA 
395-9084 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Central  Sq,,  Cambridge 
497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

GYMS 

BODYWORKS  GYM 
53  River  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
576-1493 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 
Psychotherapy.  Bodywork, 
Movement,  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 

266- 8122  M-Th..  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 

267- 7573 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves.:  free  anon,  HIV 
counseling  &  testing 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  CLU 
Congress  St. 

P.O.  Box  1762 
Boston.  Ma.  02I0S 
1-800-352-3185 


KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241'  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence, MA  01840 
683-7676 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish.  Japanese.  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  X  298 
M-Sat.,  12-7 

MOVERS 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO. 
(formerly  Boston  Trucking) 
641-1234 

OPTOMETRY 

RACHELLE  S,  DUBEY,  O.D. 
DOCTOR  OF  OPTOMETRY 
Hours  by  Appointment 
10  Diauto  Drive 
Randolph,  MA 
(617)  963-1333 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 

PIANO  TUNING/REPAIR 

PIANO  TECH 
25  Peterborough  St.  #29 
Boston.  MA  02215 
536-0526 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
262-7386 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio.  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

TAXES  t  FINANCIAL 
PUNNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PL,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 


CLASSIFIEDS 


PERSONALS 


FOR  WOMEN  ONLY 

DIAL  1-550-9036 

Group  and  Private 
Conversation, 
Community  Interest 
Programming 
Exclusively 
for  Womfin 
AMONG  FRIENDS 
FOR  WOMEN  ONLY 
1-550-9036 

.20  Istmin./.lOea.min, 

_ evenings  8pnn-11pro _ 

|OE  SAMPIERE  JR. 

I  love  you 
Merry  Xmas 
Your  penpal,  Chris 

Thanks  for  being  there! _ (23) 

Very  decent,  hard  working,  brutally  honest,  W45  look¬ 
ing  for  a  good  woman  to  share  life  with  and  start  warm, 
solid  home  with  a  dog,  a  cat,  music  and  a  fireplace.  No 
drugs  but  a  good  sense  of  humor.  Box  269. _ (26) 

PRIVATE  TUTOR  ELEM  JR-SR  HIGH 
A  child  with  AIDS  is  usually  ostracized  by  the  school  and 
doesn’t  get  the  ample  education  he  deserves.  My  tutoring 
meets  that  need.  Experienced,  conscientious,  character 
references  furnished.  Box  267. _ ^) 

NEED  A  FRIEND 

GWM  45  to  55  seeks  sincere  freind.  No  alcohol,  no  drugs,  no 
femmes,  no  overweight.  Easy  to  be  with,  likes  quiet  living, 
some  dancing,  music,  pleasant  looking,  no  promiscuity. 
Would  consider  relationship  if  compatible.  Would  like  sincere 
replies  only.  I  may  be  asking  too  much.  Box  268. 
_ (25) 

Dear  Uncle  Kate:  WOW!  what  a  set  of  wheels!  I’m  the  hottest 
guy  on  the  block.  Can’t  wait  to  spin  out  with  you.  Let’s  pop 
some  wheelies  soon.  Your  lifetime  boyfriend,  Aronski. 

(23) _ 

Seeking  sincere,  attractive,  friendly  Boston  area  GWM  18-26 
for  personal  companion  -  should  like  good  alternative  rock 
(WMBR  style,  not  WFNX!)  and  prefer  going  to  T.T.’s/Rat 
than  Spit/Metro-also  ocassional  travel/dinning  out.  Include 
photo-good  sense  of  humor  a  plus!  Write  Box  266. _ g?) 

FREE  MEN’S  HAIRCUTS 

Top  &  bottom  -  Evenings,  M-F  also  Sat  &  Sun. 
Watertown...CaU  926-5209. _ 03) 

MOGUL  BUNS  NETWORK 

GWM  seeks  serious  downhill  skiers  weekdays  only  to  share 
expenses  of  travel  and  lodgings.  I’m  53,  intermediate  level. 
Travel  via  Boston.  Possible  free  lodgings  occassionally.  Call 
Luti,  636-2984  to  form  network. _ (23) 

LEARNING  ASL 

F  31  learning  American  Sign  Language  and  would  like  to  im¬ 
prove  my  signing  ability.  Wsh  to  meet  with  someone  interested 
in  conversing  in  ASL. _ (23) 

CALENDAR  ANGST1! 

GCN  really,  really  needs  a  calendar  coordinator.  You’ll  meet 
lots  of  groovy  queers  and  be  totally  hip  to  everything  happen¬ 
ing  in  Boston  and  the  world.  So  how  ’bout  it?  Just  3  hours  a 
week  commitment  and  no  experience  necessary.  Stephanie  wil 
give  you  lots  of  gifts  if  you  say  yes.  Call  her  now  at  426-4469. 
_ (24) 

RIDER  WANTED 

G.M.  wants  rider  to  Southern  Cal.  Leaving  Jan  31.  Share 
driving  and  expenses.  Call  364-261 1 .  eves. _ Q5) 

27  yr.  gay  male  nurse  yale  likes  to  write  to  AIDS  patients  and 
all  prisoners,  inspiritional  wisdom  and  common  sense  on  any 
topic.  Lonliness  and  despair-small  time  stuff.  I’m  not  made  of 
candy,  not  at  all  busy,  plenty  of  time  to  think  and  write  back. 
Replies  quick-just  pen  pals,  no  actual  nursing  care.  Am  cheer¬ 
ful,  happy,  not  cold  like  doctor.  Joseph  Sampiere  Jr.  207 
Seymour  Ave,  Derby,  Conn,  06418. _ Q4) 

GWF  30,  very  attractive,  professional,  sophisticated,  unp- 
tretentious,  kind,  sincere  looking  for  same  for  friendship, 
possible  intimacy,  discretion  guaranteed.  Post  Office  Box 
5715,  Marlboro,  MA  01752. _ (23) 

BE  P.  C 

DO  YOU  HAVE  A  PC  TO  DONATE? 

GCN  is  looking  for  a  few  good  IBM  compatible  computers: 
IH2,  XT,  or  AT,  floppies  or  hard  disk,  new  or  used-we’re  not 
too  fussy.  GCN  is  non-profit;  donations  are  tax-deductible. 
Call  Steve  Dyer  at  253-0127  (w)  or  Nancy  Wechsler  at 
623-5 1 10  (w)  or  776-9252  (h). _ g3) 

BODIES  BY  GOD 

Hunks,  swimnwn,  atHetes. 

Outcalls  now  in  all  U.S.  cities.  Work  in  any  city.)  Call  Scott  at 
215-668-8898  between  llam-2am.  (Also  hiring.  Earn 

$60  + /hr.) _ ^ 

FREE  Phone  Sex  For  Gay  Men 
Philadelphia  (215)  471-0463 
Los  Angeles  (213)  671-8203 
Chicago  (312)  64i-6704 
Minneapolis  (612)  375-1280 

Miami  (305)  937-5679 _ (24) 

Alicea  Alexander! 

Please  call  COLLECT  to  your  friend  J.C.  in 
Massachusetts  (617)  427-3425.  Try  to  call  around  5pm 
your  time  if  you  can.  I’ve  been  trying  to  write.  Have  my 
letters  been  getting  thru?  Patiently  waiting. 


TEN  PERCENT 


PE 


WORDS  AMO  *  MUSM  UT 


PE 


TOM  WILSON  WEINBERG 


Available  on  Cassette 


A 

Perfect 
Holiday  Gift 


$8.95 


(includes  tax 
and  postage) 


Aboveground 


PO  Box  497 
Boston  MA  02112 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Ongoing  support  group  for  lesbians  currently  or  former¬ 
ly  experiencing  physical,  emotional  or  sexual  abuse  by  a 
woman  partner.  Call  HAWC,  744-6841. 
_ (36) 

WOMEN’S  CRAFT  MARKET 

7th  Annual  Holiday  Season  at  186  Hampshire  St,  Cam¬ 
bridge.  First  3  weekends  in  Dec,  Sat.  llam-5pm.  Sun. 
12N-5pm.  Dec  21st,  22,  23,  1  lam-5pm.  Dec  24th,  1 1am- 
3pm. _ (25) 

WOMAN-IDENTIFIED  JEWELRY 

Designs  in  sterling  &  14k,  amethyst  &  moonstone.  3pp 
color  catalog  $1.  Lizzie  Brown,  PO  Box  389-G,  Brim- 
field,MA  01010. _ gj) 

GCN  SPECIALS 

- WE  NEED  HOISTEHINe! - 

GCN  (both  the  people  and  the  typesetting  machine) 
need  more  humiditiy  to  stay  hummingly  healthy.  If  you 
have  an  humidifier  in  your  attic  or  where-ever  that’s  not 
being  used,  please  call  Mike  at  GCN:  426-4469. _ ^) 

DICTIONARY,  anyone? 

The  most  requested  book  at  the  Prisoner’s  Project  is  the 
dictionary.  (Prisoners,  generally  uneducated,  need  them 
to  wade  through  law  books,  etc.)  If  you  have  a  spare  one 
(paperbacks  especially),  please  send  it  to  GCN  Prisoner 
Project,  62  Berkeley  Street.  Boston,  MA  02116. 

Thanks! _ (c) 

PHOTO  FANATICS 

We  still  need  folks  to  sort  through  and  file  old  photos. 
Have  fun  and  help  GCN  at  the  same  time.  Call 
Stephanie  at426-4469. _ (c) 


POSITION  WANTED 

AVAILABLE  NOW! 

GCA’s  PROMO  HOMO  has  left  the  fold  and  seeks 
gainful  employment.  Two  main  skill  areas  include 
special  events  production  and  direct  mail  (print)  produc¬ 
tion.  Full  or  part-time,  temporary  or  permanent,  all  of¬ 
fers  welcome!  No  heavy,  physical  work  please... the 
spirit’s  willing  but  the  flesh  ain’t  interested.  Call 
426-4469  M-TH,  lOam-2  or  321-4254  evenings,  ask  for 
Catherine. _ (**) 

HELP  WANTED 


LESBIAN  AND  GAY  LIAISON 

City  of  Boston  seeks  applicant  with  extensive  knowledge 
of  lesbian  and  gay  community  for  position  as  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Liaison  to  Mayor  Flynn.  Responsibilities  in¬ 
clude:  assist  and  represent  Mayor;  staff  Mayor’s  Com¬ 
mittee  on  AIDS;  work  with  groups  and  individuals 
around  issues  of  concern.  Strong  written  and  verbal 
skills  and  Boston  Residency  Required.  Send  resumes  to 
Don  Gillis,  Director,  Mayor’s  Office  of  Neighborhood 
Services,  Boston  City  Hall,  Room  709A,  Boston,  MA 
02201.  (Equal  Oppportunity/Affirmative  Action 
Employer.) _ (24) 

JUSTICE  PROGRAM  ASSOCIATE 
American  Friends  Service  Committee  seeks  Program 
Associate  for  criminal  justice  program  working  on  pro¬ 
jects  to  change  justice  system.  Includes  community 
education,  legislative,  monitoring,  development  of 
response  network  to  prison  emergencies.  Requires 
knowledge  of  justic  system,  strong  organizing  skills, 
good  oral  and  written  communications  skills.  Request 
application  packet  from:  Personnel  Coordinator, 
AFSC,  2161  MASS  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA  02140  by 
January  4,  1988. 

AFCS  is  an  Affirmation  Action/Equal  Opportunity 
Employer  and  encourages  applications  from  people  of 
color,  women,  and  people  who  are  gay,  lesbian,  han¬ 
dicapped,  or  ex-prisoners.  Applicants  are  considered  on 
the  basis  of  their  qualifications. _ (23) 


FENWAY 

COMMUNITY 

HEAITH 

CENTER 

HIV 

COUNSELING/ 

HEALTH 

EDUCATION 

Immediate  full-time  position 
available  to  energetic,  mature 
individual  who  can  work 
independantly  in  a  complex 
environment.  Will  counsel  medical 
and  sexually  transmitted  disease 
patients.  Re:  AIDS  risk  reduction 
and  antibody  testing.  Knowledge 
of  medical  and  psycho-social 
issues  of  HIV  infection  and  some 
education/counseling  prefered.  2 
evenings  per  week  plus  daytime 
availability.  Good  salary  and  full 
benefits.  Send  letter  or  resume  to 
J  Walters.  People  of  color  are 
encouraged  to  apply. 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 
16  HAVILAND  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02115 


ARE  YOU  ASL  PROFICIENT! 

Then  consider  a  position  (full  or  part-time  as  a  counselor 
in  a  residential  treatment  center  for  Hearing  Impaired 
adolescents.  Excellent  training  and  benefits.  Exp. 
preferred,  but  not  required.  Sal.  $17,0(X).  Resume  and 
letters  to  Personnel,  21  Queen  St.,  Dorchester,  MA 
02122.  EOE/AA. _ ^) 

PERSONAL  CARE  FOR  INTERESTING. 
DISABLED  LESBIAN 

I  am  very  poliiical.  I  wrilc.  I’m  a  Ihcrapisl.  arlivi  and 
very  disabled.  I  need  someone  l  iiday  8:30  am  ihrongli 
Monday  8:30  am  (72  hours)  lo  haihe.  dress,  lin,  teed, 
drive  and  help  me  do  my  ihing.  $270. (X)  per  weekend. 
Work  every  weekend  or  allernaie  weekends.  Call  Connie 
al  524-0921 .  Non-smoker  preferred. _ (**) 

DEVELOPMENT  DIRECTOR 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders  (GLAD) 
seeks  a  Development  Director  to  coordinate  all  areas  of 
fundraising  including  direct  mail,  major  donors  and 
special  events.  Strong  writing  skills  necessary.  Develp- 
ment  and  solicitation  experience  preferred.  GLAD  is  an 
Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 
Resumes  to  GLAD,  P.O.  Box  218,  Boston,  MA  02112. 
Application  deadline  December  31.. _ (23) 

SUBSTANCE  ABUSE  COUNSELOR 

Fulltime  clinician  to  provide  group  and  individual  ser¬ 
vices  in  outpatient  clinic.  Minority  and  recovering  can¬ 
didates  encouraged  to  apply.  Salary  range 
$17,000-$  18,500  -  Haart.  76  Pleasant  Street,  Northamp- 
ton,  MA  01060. _  (26) 

SERVICES 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  lADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


MASS  BAY  COUNSELING  ASSOC 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  739-7832 

COPLEY  SQUARE 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  ‘Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


Shmutzies  against  Shmutz 

(Rags  aginst  dirt) 

Have  handywipe,  will  travel. 

Doing  what  you  haven't  got  time  for. 

Bonded  and  insured  References  available 


Rev.  Bob  Wheatley,  M.Div. 

Counselor  —  Advisor  —  Confidant 
Harvard  Square,  Cambridge  02138 
1430  Mass.  Ave  —  Room  301 
617-868-2320 

Non-Sectarian  —  Values  Centered 


debra  m. 

BECK 

GRAPHIC-DESIGN 

logos 
brochures 
letterheads 
presentations 
documentation 
corporate  identities 
Y-  technical  illustration 

617-964-2968 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 


F,  27  seeks  2  quiet,  responsible,  non-honophobic,  non¬ 
heterophobic  people  10  form  warm,  friendly,  semi-veg 
semi-coop  in  3  bdrm,  Somerville  apt.  No  pets,  $250+  . 
Call  Anne  666-1267. _ (23) 

2  LF’s  for  3  Bdr  apt-Belmonl.  Nonsmokers,  semi-veg, 
clean,  into  cooperative,  loving,  cozy  home.  I’m  LF  30 
into  healing  arts,  personal-spiritual  growth.  $280  ,  near 
“T”,  porches,  sunny.  484-1553. _ (23) 

HOME  ON  A  HILL 

Come  share  besutiful  Mission  Hill  apt.  with  me,  my  dog 
&  cat.  Music,  books,  good  food,  plants.  LF  or  BiF 
welcome,  must  be  comfortable  w/both.  No  smoke/ 
drugs/alcohol;  must  love  pets  &  be  30  + .  Back  porch, 
w/d/d.  Its  a  real  home.  $350  +  .  277-5835.  (23) 


BRIGHTON 

I  LF  looking  for  1  or  2  LF  to  share  4  room  single  family 
house.  Large  bedroom.  Near  T.  Have  1  sm  dog-pets  ok. 
Front  yard,  quiet  neighborhood.  Neg.  $355  +  utilities. 
Avail  now.  Call  782-1644,  Leave  mssg. _  (23) 

Masculine  GM30  musician,  Mass  native  looking  for  1/2 
friendly,  considerate,  roommates  and  comfortable, 
relaxed  home,  longterm,  w/parking.  128/495  area,  may 
consider,  NH/VT/RI.  Call  Ian  before  10pm,  789-4001. 
_ (23) 

JP  HOME  TO  SHARE 

3  LF  seek  1  more  for  4  bedroom  apt  in  JP.  We’re  fun, 
veggie,  coop.  Have  cat.  Pets  okay.  Non-smoking,  min. 
drinking,  drugs.  $213  +  .  Avail  Jan  1.  Rachel  or  Wendy 
522-9351. _ (23) 

JP  OF  29  seeks  same  25  + .  1  or  2  rooms  $350/$400 
negotiable  inci  HtHW.  Have  cat,  no  more  pets.  Prfr 
nonsmkr,  indep,  resp,  perm/temp.  Rochelle  524-0754. 

(23) 


734-3648 

CINDERELLA  &  CINDERFELLA  CLEANERS 


- “"n 

Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


r? 

■771 

My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room'  |ust  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  254  per  word  (354  per  word  lor  business  ads) 

Basic  cost 

□  Non-business  rate:  251  @  word  ($7.00  min.) 

□  Business  rate:  35<t  @  word  ($9.80  min.) 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ _ 


Special  heading 

I  Flamer  ($3.00  x  , 
j  Bold  ($1.50  X _ 


_ number  of  runs)  $ _ 

.  number  of  runs)  $ _ 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $ _ 

Discounts 

J  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $ _ 

21 -30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $ _ 

131  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $ _ 

rj  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $ _ 

J  I’m  giving  a  gift  subscription.  Deduct  $2  $ _ 

Subtotal  $ _ 

Box  service 

1  )  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $  — 

1  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $  — 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $ _ 

□  I  want  to  give  a  gift  subscription !  $ _ 

US:  $33;  Canada:  $45.  Institutional  rate;  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$I5  per  column  inch 

_ inches  X $15  $ _ 


My  category  i$: 

J  PERSONALS  LI  ANNOUNCEMENTS  ;  I  HELP  WANTED 
J  ROOMMATE  WANTED  1 1  HOUSING  WANTED 

[APARTMENTS'  I  I  SUMMER  RENTALS  '  I  RESORTS 
I  FOR  SALE  [  )  PUBLICATIONS  I  ORGANIZATIONS 
I  SERVICES  ’  1 1  RIDES  ]  MOVERS  i  I  OTHER 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to; 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 


Name  . 
Address. 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


-)- 


Total  $ 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  ‘‘Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


Boston 
Roommate 
Center 


GAY  LISTINGS. 


Get  to  know  your  next  roommate 
and  apartment  before  getting  run 
down  with  endless  interviews. 

List  your  apartment  —  FREE! 

Copley  Square  266-3636 

755  Boylston»  Suite  702 


WINTER  WONDERLAND 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  X-country  trails,  then  unwind  in 
our  hot  tub.  Spacious,  fireplaced  common  areas  &  char¬ 
ming  guest  rooms  await  you.  Downhill  skiing  &  sleigh 
rides  nearby.  Mid-week  discounts!  The  Highlands  Inn, 
Box  1 18-G  Bethlehem,  NH  03574.  (603)  869-3978.  Grace 
and  Judi,  Innkeepers. 

-Ski  country’s  only  all-gay  inn- 
CHECK’ER  OUT 

AT  THE  CHECK'ER  INN 

Double  rooms,  coffee  by  fireside,  parking.  Apartments 
also  available.  1  block  to  bay,  open  year’round. 
487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St.,  P’town,  MA  02657  (20) 

UOY  JANE’S  INN  -  PROVINCETOWN 

Newly  built,  ideally  located  and  open  year  ’round! 
Private  baths,  spacious  rooms,  separate  outside  entraces 
and  free  parking.  Contenintal  breakfasts,  common  area 
with  TV  and  VCR.  (617)  487-3387.  7  Central  Street, 
Provincetown,  MA  02657. _ (27) 


fl[^F!RTn\KriT5 

Tv 

(617)  487-3232 
104  Bradford  Street 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 


Multi-cultural  feminist  household  (3W;  2L,  IBi)  seek 
IW  of  color  to  share  Davis  Sq.  Somerville  home.  Semi¬ 
coop,  2  cats,  $275  inch  heat.  $776-4693.  Avail,  im¬ 
mediately^ _ (24) 

3  LF’s  /bi  seek  1  LF  to  share  spacious  semi-coop  home. 
Have  I  cat,  no  smoke,  minimal  drugs  or  alcohol.  Porter 
Square,  $250-)- ,  491-4005. _ (W) 

NICE  HOUSE  IN  JP 

Two  L  seek  L  to  share  house  in  JP.  near  Forest  Hills, 
Arboretum,  comfortable  home,  w/d,  dw,  firepi,  deck. 
Have  own  bathroom  if  prefer.  Looking  for  responsible, 
easygoing  individual  who  likes  children,  cats.  Prefer 
non-smkr.  $375/mo  includes  all  util.  Eves  522-5204.  (23) 
CAMBRIDGEPORT 

PROGRESSIVE  COOPERATIVE  HOUSE 

We  are  looking  for  a  woman  or  man  to  join  our 
household  of  mixed  race  and  mixed  sexual  orientation, 
which  includes  3  women  and  2  men.  Available  Jan  1st  or 
sooner.  We  will  con.sider  a  single  parent  and  child. 
Sorry,  no  cats  allowed.  Call  864-1466-evenings  best.  (23) 
BI  couple  seek  LF/couple  to  share  new  2  bd  I  'A  bath 
condo.  Security  complex,  wash/dry,  near  T  in  Chelsea. 
Available  now.  $387.50-1-.  Call  Tiffany,  Angela, 
884-4241. _ ^ _ (22) 

2  LFs  (32  &  35)  .seek  3rd  for  sunny  JP  apt.  Exc.  condi¬ 

tion.  No  smoking,  pets  ok.  $275 -i-  .  522-4368.  Dec.  or 
Jam _ (B) 

3  LF’s  and  cat  seek  LF  27  -r  for  spacious  4  bedroom 

house  with  yard,  Inman  Sq.  Somerville.  Non-smoker 
wanted  for  semi-coop,  politically  progressive,  indepen- 
dcnt  household.  876-6189. _ (23) 

COZY  APARTMENT  OR  FURNISHED  RM 
LF  37  2  cats  seek  non-smoking  F  student  or  other  with 
minimal  furniture  or  storage  needs  for  small  plea.sant 
apartment.  $325/mo  or  $l(X)/wk  if  furnished.  Available 
immediately.  No  dogs/drugs  please.  787-3705. _ (23) 

HOUSING  WANTED 

SOBERPROUDANDFREE 

Friendly  12  .stepping  woman  31  needs  a  home  in 
politically  aware  not  nec.  corect  nonhomophobic  space. 

I  eat  meat,  love  pets,  don’t  somke.  Willing  to  make 
longterm  commitment  with  right  folks.  Call  mornings 
9:30-1  lam  232-3536  or  3-lOpm  M,T,Th,FR  492-4881. 
Susan.  (23) 


APARTMENTS 


DORCHESTER  -  ASHMONT 

Five  room  apt  near  subway  in  all  gay  house  Natural 
woodwork,  newly  finished  lloors  with  large  back  porch. 
No  dogs.  Avail  now.  $625  -i- .  288-8511. _ (23) 

If  you  can  afford  it  and  you  see  this  apartment,  you’ll 
rent  it.  Two  bedroom  duplex  in  all  gay  Victorian  house. 

1  Vi  baths,  working  fireplace,  show-stopper  kitchen,  liv¬ 
ing  room,  dining  room,  library,  .sunporch,  very  large 
landscaped  fenced  backyard,  off  street  parking,  w/d, 
beautiful  quiet  neighborhood,  no  pets,  nonsmokers, 
$1400/mo  heated.  436-121 1. _ (23) 

Dorchester/Shawmut  T  station  large  6  rm  (3  brm).  Lv- 
ing,  dining,  and  eat-in-kitchen.  Front  &  back  porches, 
owner  occ.  Nice  area.  $775  +  .  Wa.sher/dryer,  fenced  in 
N.ird.  288-6011.  Available.  _ (JA) 


RESORTS 

THOPICAL'tlTEHNATIVf 


Puerrto  Rico’s  gay  community  is  spending  this  winter  at 
Condado  Beach.  Studios  and  one  bedrooms  on  the 
beach.  A/C,  cable,  open  terrace.  Just  minutes  from 
clubs,  casinos,  and  restrauntss.  Weekly  or  monthly 
rates,  call  John.  899-0388.  _ (Tl) 


GAY  LIFE 

IN  DUTCH  SOCIETY 

Edited  by  A.  X.  van  Naerssen 
“An  amazing  book  . . .  enlightening— 
hopefully  providing  a  glimpse  Into  the 
future  of  all  sophlsTicafed  societies . . . 
a  must . . . .  ” 

—  David  P.  MeWhirter,  MD, 
and  Andrew  M,  Mattison,  PhD, 
Co-authors,  Tho  Male  Couple 

Here— under  one  cover— is  a  compre¬ 
hensive  and  exciting  Insider's  look  at 
homosexuality  In  the  Netherlands. 

$14.95  paper.  ISBN:  0-918393-39-6. 
1987.  Available  Now. 


?s? 


12  West  32nd  Street,  New  York.  NY  10001 


OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

National  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M.  Diverse 
feminist  quarterly  of  S/M  fact,  fiction  and  photos. 
$ll/yr.  Single  issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville  MA  02143.  (ex) 
WOMAN  OF  POWER:  A  Magazine  of  Feminism. 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
singles  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)625-7885. _ (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for 
lesbians,  is  48  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  time¬ 
ly  sexual  advice  and  news  colums.  We  are  quarterly,  na¬ 
tional,  unique  and  provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142.  _ (ex) 


THE  JIM  CURK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 


(1) 


APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 


MOVERS 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 

522-0826 


(15.20) 


From  $18  /  hr. 

•  MAXI-VANS 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

•  Lie.  and  INS. 

236-1848 


flS  n 


ORGANIZATIONS 


GAY  YOUTH  COMMUNITY  FUND 

Sponsors  of  youth/student  projects  send  tax-deductable 
donations  payable  to:  GYCC/Capp  St.  Foundation. 
Mail  to:  GYCF,  2215-R  Market  St.,  Suite  479,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  CA  941 14. _ ,  (15.30) 

JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 
OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 

We  meet  for  support  &  networking  and  welcome  con¬ 
tact  from  other  Jewish  Lesbian  Daughters  of  Holocaust 
Survivors.  The  next  meeting  is  scheduled  for  April  22nd- 
24th,  in  upstate  New  Hampshire,  and  semi-annually 
thereafter.  A  partners  group  has  also  been  formed  for 
lesbian  women  who  are  in  relationship  with  JLDHS. 
Membership  is  not  dependent  on  both  partners.  For  in¬ 
formation,  write  Box  6194,  Boston,  MA  02114  or  call 
(617)321-4254. _ (15.49) 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174.  (15.48) 

DAUGHTERS  OF  BILITIS 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass  Ave, 
Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every  Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special 
raps  for  35  -I- ,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby  boomers, 
singles,  coming  out,  issues  forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly 
events,  outing  club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  paticipate. _ (15.35) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
_ (V16.1) 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
482-7858  for  info. _ (15.32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational  relationships.  For 
more  information  send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD  at 
537  Jones  ST.  NO  8418,  S.F.  CA  94102  or  PO  Box  174, 
New  York,  New  York  10018. _ (15.23) 

PUBLICATIONS 

BLACKfOUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the  National  coalition 
of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  announcements  of  in¬ 
terest  to  the  national  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  communi¬ 
ty.  Sample  copy,  $4,  I  yr.  subscription,  (4  issues)  $10. 
To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  P.O.  Box  2490,  Washington, 
DC  20013. _ (ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  -263G,  SF,  CA  94114. 
_ (V15.2I) 

GUARDIANtlndependent  radical  newsweekly.  Covers 
Gay,  women  and  minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4  i.ssues  FREE.  Write 
Guardiati,  DeptGCN.  33W  17th St.  NY,  NY.IOOII. _ [e_x) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist  journalism.  We 
bring  feminist  national/  international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11  issues.  ($15  for  con¬ 
tributing  subs)  $20  institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  our  backs’  Dept  GCN,  1841  Columbia 
Rd.  NW,  Room  212  Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 


TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 
Alexander  Berkman,  —  Prison  Memoirs  of  an 
Anarchist 


War  Resisters  League  CALENDARS! 
Send  to:  War  Resisters  League,  339 
Lafayette  St,  New  York.  NY  10012. 


ALICEA  ALEXANDER! 

Please  call  COLLECT  to  your  friend  J.C. 
in  Massachusetts  (617)427-3425.  Try  to 
call  at  around  Spm  your  time  if  you  can. 
I’ve  been  trying  to  write.  Have  my  letters 
been  getti^^thru?  Patiently  waiting. 


I  am  a  dyke  (butch)  seeking  lesbians  to  corres¬ 
pond  with.  I  welcome  all  ages,  races,  etc.  (I 
have  a  special  ‘lust’  for  teenage  lesbians.)  I’m  a 
Virgo,  tatooed,  and  lonely.  Come  on  ladies, 
write  me.  I  have  lots  of  attention  to  share.  Judy 
WALLACE,  03431-030,  3301  Leestown  Rd, 
Lexington  KY  405 1 1 . 


I  have  been  a  lesbian  all  my  life  and  I’m  looking 

for  someone  to  write.  Here’s  my  ad:  Have  you 
ever  seen  rain  through  bars  of  steel?  Have  you 
ever  seen  life  so  close  and  so  real?  Like  this  the 
rain  you  could  not  touch,  even  though  you 
wanted  to  so  very  much;  as  much  as  the  love 
you  need.  Please  write,  Gloria  GRIFFIN, 
328979 — 140,  PO  Box  8540,  Pembroke  Pines 
FL  33024. 


I’m  reading  more  and  more  letters  from 
prisoners  talking  about  the  need  to  “enlighten 
the  younger  brothers  and  sisters  now  entering 
the  joints  about  the  reality  of  our  history  and 
the  struggle  ...”  Is  this  a  new  ‘attitude’  of 
have  I  just  not  been  noticing  it?  (I’m  VERY  ex- 
cited  about  it!) 


TT ransvestite-Transsexual  Directory 
Available  for  prisoners  from: 

TV-TS  Contact  Service,  600  E.  Pine  St, 
Seattle  WA  98122;  or  call  (206) 
329-TVTS. 


Where  have  all  my  friends,  sisters  and  lovers 

gone?  I‘m  back  in  Framingham  wrapping  up  an 
old  case.  Campus?  Somewhere?  Randolph 
Country  Club?  P-town?  I’m  here,  you’re  out 
there.  Please  don’t  forget  me.  Marcia 
MeWHINNEY,  Box  99,  Framingham  MA 
01701. 


FREE  TO  WOMEN  IN  PRISON! 
Womanews,  PO  Box  220,  New  York,  NY 
10014. 


Very  lonely,  healthy  young  man  wishes  to  open 
some  new  doors  to  friendship,  especially  in  the 
free  world.  This  overcrowded  (but  still  lonely!) 
situation  is  really  a  bunch  of  unconstitutional  9 
B.S.!  We’re  being  deprived  of  our  exercise,  of  a  g 
chance  to  work  here,  etc  etc.  Please  write.  ■ 
James  BRALEY,  102464,  Box  1100,  Avon  Park  s 
FL  33825.  | 

.  ■  '  —  g 

I’d  like  to  write  to  a  gay  man  on  the  outside.  I  g 
like  all  sorts  of  things.  I’m  a  very  loving  person,  a 
Ray  L.  DUTTON,  183982,  3201  Bemis  Rd,  Yp-  ■ 
silanti  MI  48197. _  ^ 

I’m  in  here  for  throwing  boiling  water  on  my  ! 
cellmate  who  tried  to  rape  me.  Prison  staff 
knew  the  guy  was  homophobic  when  they  put 
him  in  here.  Yet  they  say  I’m  guilty  of 
“assault”.  I’m  in  desperate  need  of  contact  and 
friendship  from  the  outside.  Maybe  some  help 
xeroxing  documents  around  this  case  I’m  in¬ 
volved  in  because  of  the  fight.  Jeff  GAM- 
BORD,  C-26865,  Box  1902-A,  Tehachapi  CA 
93561 _ 

Prisoners  here  at  the  ‘Treatment  Center’  often 
do  ‘double  time’  (civil  and  criminal)  if  they’re  in 
for  ‘sex  offences*.  I’d  like  to  hear  from  other 
prisoners  in  ‘treatment’,  especially  those  who 
know  what  it  feels  like  to  have  been  sentenced, 
to  a  ‘day-to-life’  (until  the  psych  says  you’re 
‘normal’  and  not  ‘dangerous’  any  more). 
Michael  CRAY,  30  Administration  Rd, 
Bridgewater  MA  02324. 

I  need  a  Black’s  LAW  Dictionary  so  BAD!  If 
anyone  has  any  idea  how  1  might  get  one  please 
let  Mike  know  at  the  Redbook  store  so  he  can 
send  it  to  me  from  there.  This  is  so  I  can  file 
suits  for  myself  and  friends  against  these  people 
(outlaws)  who  run  this  place.  I’m  a  very  good 
person  basically  and  treat  everybody  the  best  I 
can  &  1  really  need  someone  to  write  to  as  it  is 
very  lonely  here.  Please  consider  me.  Thanks. 
Ricky  LONG,  333980,  Wynne,  Huntsville  TX 
77349. _ 

I’ve  never  been  ashamed  of  being  gay  but  it 
seems  it  has  made  it  hard  for  my  mother  to  find 
someone  who’ll  write  me  while  in  here.  Would 
you  please  place  an  ad  for  me  (for  free)?  Max 
FRANKLIN,  Box  137,  Tillery  NC  27887. 

1  was  born  in  Mass,  and  raised  in  Hawaii  and 
am  in  this  center  for  some  petty  15  carat  zir- 

Bconia.  To  say  the  least  I’d  like  a  penpal.  With  a 
good  sense  of  humor.  I’m  Korean,  Jewish, 
g  English.  Been  to  work  in  Japan,  LA  and  SF.  I 
■  hope  someone  would  like  to  write!  Doug 
■  GELLAR,  2199  Kamehameha  Highway, 

”  Honolulu  HI  968 


I  liked  your  ideas  in  the  letter  to  all  prisoners 
about  starting  a  books  for  prisoners  program 
when  I  get  out,  or  copying  legal  materials  from 
the  Prisoners  Self-Help  Litigation  Manual  and 
keeping  an  up-to-date  list  of  coming  out 
resources  (jobs  and  housing).  But  for  now  if 
you  know  of  anyone  who  wants  to  write  a 
prisoner  please  give  them  my  name.  Julius 
EVANS,  453368,  Box  16,  Lovelady  TX  75851. 

I  would  really  like  to  share  my  future  with  a 

Transsexual.  (Thank  you  for  sending  me  your 
paper!)  Anyone  whom  wishes  to  write  may. 
Vernon  SULLEN,  165-892,  Box  45699, 
Lucasville  OH  45699.  


To  ‘Scruffy’  from  ‘Joni’ 

Peace,  My  Queen  so  light  and  tender.  It’s  you 
today  I  choose  to  remember.  I  write  these  words 
from  within  my  heart  hoping  we  could  be  close, 
though  we  are  far  apart. 


Seeking  correspondence  with  sincere  gays  and 

female  impersonators.  Am  full  of  love  and  want 
close  relationship.  Dean  WRIGHT,  276149, 
Box  520,  Walla  Walla  WA  99362. 
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I  understand  you  as  a  human,  because  I  am  one 
too.  Won’t  you  please  try  to  understand  me,  for 
I  am  still  human  after  all?  Understanding  takes 
experience.  Please  write.  Vernon  BEAL, 
156561.  Box  900.  Jefferson  City  MO  65102 


1  am  a  registered  nurse  and  my  interests  range 
from  classical  literature  to  music  of  all  sorts.  I‘d 
like  to  correspond  with  health  care  profes¬ 
sionals,  PWAs  and  EVERYONE  ELSE  in¬ 
terested  in  a  sincere  penpal  relationship.  Not 
looking  for  an  erotic-only  correspondence.  An¬ 
drew  KOMENSKY,  55150,  Box  3300, 
Goodyear  AZ  85338. 


I  used  to  get  your  paper  back  in  the  early  ’80s 

but  then  you  burned  down  and  I  lost  touch  with 
you.  Just  now  refound  your  address!  I’m  from 
Maine  and  am  51,  and  have  been  assaulted 
several  times  in  here  just  because  I’m  a 
homosexual.  I’m  suppose  to  take  that  shit!  Is 
there  any  legal  aids  that  you  know  of.  Love  ya! 
Roland  DUBE,  21954-175,  Unit  1,3901  Klein 
Blvd,  Lompoc  CA  93436 


I’m  am  seeking  some  gay  materials  showing  pic¬ 

tures  of  feminine  gays  (I  myself  am  dominate) 
also  I  would  like  to  correspond  with  someone 
gay,  if  possible.  1  like  science  fiction, 
philosophy  and  I  write  music.  Joe  Samuel 
BROWN,  85039,  MSU,  Tucker  AR  72168. 


Cambridge  □  Seventh  annual  women’s  craft 
market  at  186  Hampshire  St.  (Through  Dec.  24)  Free  ad¬ 
mission.  Info:  324-6822. 

Boston  □  Neicey  Boswell  at  Club  Cabaret,  209  Col¬ 
umbus  Ave.  (Also  Dec.  20)  Info:  536-0972. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  singles  discuss  "Single  during 
the  Holidays,”  DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  MSI 
Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 


1 9  Saturday 
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1 9  SATURDAY  TO 
31  THURSDAY 


30  Wednesday  □  Audre  Lorde 
profiled  in  taped  presentations  on 
“Say  it,  Sister!”  WMBR  88.1  FM. 
7-8pm. 


Boston  □  Prime  Timers  Christmas  Party.  Bring  a 
gift  and  take  one  home.  Older  gay  men  invited.  Playland 
upstairs,  21  Essex  St.  l:30-4pm.  Info:  write  Box  352, 
Reading,  MA  01867. 

Boston  □  Am  Tikva’s  “Shabbat  Sing.”  Great  fun, 
learn  new  melodies,  no  special  singing  ability  required. 
All  welcome.  Info:  Priscilla,  327-1404. 

Cambridge  □  Coming  out  as  bisexual,  a  discussion 
and  role-playing  workshop  for  women  only.  Sponsored 
by  the  Boston  Bisexual  Women’s  Network.  Women’s 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  1 1  am-2pm.  Pre-registration  re¬ 
quired.  Info:  247-6083. 


Cambridge  □  John  McCuthcheon,  Appalachian  folk 
singer  and  Marcia  Taylor,  of  Bright  Morning  Star,  in 
concert  at  Paine  Hall,  Harvard.  8pm.  $12.50  advance, 
il3.50  door.  Sign  language  interpretation  by  Ariel  Hall, 
wheelchair  accessible.  Info:  661-1252. 

20  Sunday 

Brookline  □  Am  Tikva’s  Hanukah  party/folklore 
celebration.  Bring  Hanukah  stories  and 
menorahs/dreidles.  Workmen’s  Circle,  1762  Beacon  St. 
4pm.  Small  donation  requested.  Info:  782-8894. 


Boston  □  Bridges,  a  multi-cultural  non-religious  ser¬ 
vice  of  remembrance  and  renewal  for  all  people  whose 
lives  have  been  touched  by  AIDS.  Faneuil  Hall.  3pm. 
Wheelchair  accessible,  interpreted  for  the  hearing  im¬ 
paired.  Info:  437-6200  x  220. 

Boston  □  Gay  community  caroling  on  Beacon  Hill. 
Meet  at  Arlington  St.  Church  at  7pm.  Caroling  plus 
desserts,  hot  chocolate  etc.  Info:  Jim,  437-5870. 

Boston  □  Ten  Percent  Revue  in  a  special  benefit  for 
Gay  Community  News .  Hear  how  to  be  a  "Safe  Sex 
Slut"  and  have  a  “Turkey  Baster  Baby"  in  Tom  Wilson 
Weinberg’s  musical  celebration  of  lesbian  and  gay  life  and 
love.  Club  Cabaret  at  the  Club  Cafe,  209  Columbus  Ave. 
7:30pm.  $15.  Wheelchair  accessible.  Tickets:  536-0972. 
(Regular  run  through  Dec.  27.) 

Boston  □  “Bedrock,”  a  multi-media  cabaret  featuring 
local  lesbian  and  gay  artists.  Chet’s  Last  Call,  65 
Causeway.  $3.  Info:  523-9160. 

Boston  □  Michael  Rossetti  represents  the  Chiltern 
Mountain  Club  on  “Boston’s  Other  Voice,"  WROR  FM 
98.5.  12:30  (Monday  morning). 

Watertown  □  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  Watertown 
holiday  potiuck.  7pm.  Newcomers  from  Watertown 
and  surrounding  communities  welcome.  Call  Janice, 
484-0280  or  Rich,  926-5371  for  info. 


22  T uesday 

Boston  □  GCN’s  production  night.  Special  night  for 
this  week  only!  All  welcome.  Proofreading:  before  8PM. 
Paste-up:  after  7PM.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  & 
Back  Bay  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

23  Wednesday 

Cambridge  □  Marsha  Saxton,  co-editor  of  With 
Wings,  an  anthology  on  women  and  disability  with  host 
Kate  Rushin  on  "Say  it.  Sister!"  WMBR  88.1  FM.  7-8pm. 

Boston  □  GCN  mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper 
and  meet  new  friends,  special  day  and  time,  this  week  on¬ 
ly.  Noon-ish  until  we  finish!  Near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay 
T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  426-4469. 

25  Friday 

Cambridge  □  Cookie  baking  party  at  the  Women’s 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  Ilam-3pm.  All  women  and 
children  welcome.  Cookie  dough,  hot  cider  and  egg  nog 
provided.  Info:  354-8807. 


30  Wednesday 

Cambridge  □  Audre  Lorde:  taped  presentations  on 
“Say  it.  Sister!”  WMBR  88.1  FM.  7-8pm.  Includes 
speeches  delivered  at  Smith  College,  a  selection  from 
Zami,  A  New  Spelling  of  My  Name,  and  the  essay 
"Uses  of  the  Erotic,  the  Erotic  as  Power.” 

31  Thursday 

Cambridge  □  Amethyst  Women  New  Year’s 
Dance  at  Joy  of  Movement,  536  Mass.  Ave.  for  lesbians 
recovering  from  alcohol  and  drug  addiction  and  their 
women  friends.  Drug  and  alcohol-free.  9pm- 1  am.  $6 
more/less.  Prizes,  fun,  D.J. 

NATIONAL 

CALENDAR 

December  19-January  24  □  New  York  □  “Let  the 
Record  Show...”  an  installation  by  ACT-UP  (the  AIDS 
Coalition  to  Unleash  Power)  in  the  Window  on  Broadway 
at  the  New  Museum  of  Contemporary  Art,  583  Broad¬ 
way.  $2. 50/general,  $1.50  artists,  students  and  seniors. 
Info:  (212)  219-1222. 

December  i9-January  24  □  New  York  □  “Social 
Studies:  Recent  Work  on  Video  and  Film”  a  pro¬ 
gram  of  videotapes  exploring  AIDS  testing,  common 
assumptions  about  physically  disabled  people,  child  abuse 
and  other  issues.  At  the  New  Museum  of  Contemporary 
Art,  Workplace  Gallery,  583  Broadway,  $2. 50/general, 
$1.50  artists,  students  and  seniors.  Info:  (212)  219-1222. 

January  12  □  New  York  □  “American  Dining;  A 
Working  Woman’s  Moment”  a  performance  by 
Jerri  Allyn,  exploring  American  labor  in  the  '80s  from  a 
feminist  and  satirical  point  of  view.  New  Museum  of  Con¬ 
temporary  Art,  main  galley,  583  Broadway.  8pm. 
$5/general.  In  conjunction  with  an  installation  by  the  same 
name  on  view  through  Janua7  9  at  Gefens  Dairy 
Restaurant  in  Manhattan,  297  Seventh  Ave.  Info:  (212) 
219-1222. 

January  15-17  □  Phoenix,  AZ  □  Third  Annual 
Arizona  Gay  Rodeo  at  the  El  Lienzo  Charro  Rodeo 
Grounds.  For  transportation  and  hotel  arrangements,  call 
Andrew  Axelrod  at  (602)  266-5390  or  write  115  W. 
Camelback  Rd.  Phoenix,  AZ  85013.  Other  info:  (602) 
938-3932. 

CALENDAR  COMPILED  BY 
STEPHANIE  POGGI 
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By  Mike  Riegle 

I  was  bowled  over  the  first  time  1  heard 
Fred  Small’s  song  “Annie”  on  the 
radio.  She’s  a  dyke  teacher  that  the 
kids  love  and  her  colleagues  want  to  fix  up 
with  some  nice  young  man.  (“What’re  we 
going  to  do  about  Annie?”  etc.,  etc.)  She 
meanwhile  fantasizes  about  the  day  when 
she  can  say:  “Don ’t  you  worry  about  Annie. 
She  don’t  lie  awake  and  pine.  Got  love  to  fill 
her  heart,  flowers  growing  in  the  garden. 
Annie’s  doing  just  fine.”  The  song  is  on 
Small’s  “Heart  of  the  Appaloosa”  album, 
along  with  an  amazing  variety  of  issue 
songs:  disability,  body  image,  violence 
against  women  and  faggots,  brown  lung 
disease,  anti-military/nuke,  and  more! 

On  Dec.  12,  Revolutionary  Acts  put 
together  a  Boston  concert  with  Fred  and 
^  Canadian  singer 

Heather  Bishop.  The 
event,  at  Harvard’s 
'  '  Paine  Hall,  was  a 

little  pricey  for  my  usual  fare,  but  GCN  got 
a  free  pair  of  tickets,  so  we  went. 

The  audience  was  dykes  for  days,  and  a 
few  of  us  others  for  filler.  Neither  I  nor  the 
person  I  went  with  knew  who  Heather  Bish¬ 
op  was  but  I  could  feel  that  the  crowd  wasn’t 
there  Just  to  hear  Fred  —  pro-gay  as  he  is. 

Fred  opened  the  evening,  singing  about 
the  solidarity  among  the  Danes  when  the 
Germans  came  to  get  the  Jews,  about  “Big 
Italian  Rose,”  a  proud  fat  woman,  and 
about  the  anti-gay  foster  care  stupidity  on 
the  part  of  the  Mass.  Dukakis  administra¬ 
tion.  He  commented  inspiringly  on  the 
issues,  usually  after  the  songs  (which  I  ap¬ 
preciated)  and  you  could  feel  that  if  he 
wasn’t  (Jewish,  fat,  a  queer,  etc.)  he 
definitely  had  friends  who  were.  You  could 
feel  his  experience.. 

When  Heather  Bishop  came  out  (I),  the 
audience,  which  had  been  very  appreciative 
of  Fred  Small,  shifted  into  a  higher  gear. 
Clearly,  they  knew  more  than  I  did.  When 
she  finally  got  the  crowd  quiet  enough  so  she 
could  sing,  and  began  something  unaccom¬ 
panied  and  sultry,  I  thought,  “Boy,  if  I 
could  sing  to  my  lovers  on  cold,  dark  nights 
like  that. ..with  just  my  throat  (and  a  little 
body  slapping  for  rhythm  when  needed)!” 

She  sang  a  few  children’s  songs  for  the 
children  there  and  the  child  still  to  be 


hindsig 


Like  poems 

Fred  Small  and  Heather  Bishop  amaze 


By  Mike  Riegle 


understood  in  the  rest  of  us.  And  she  sang  a 
song  about  father-daughter  incest  that  was  a 
dark  and  bitter  poem.  It  allowed  her  a 
chance  to  talk  about  her  vision  of  music  as  a 
form  of  exploring  and  healing.  She  sang 
many  things,  of  course;  but  all  I  can 
remember  is  that  deep  voice,  and  how  much 
action  she  got  out  of  her  audience  (singing 
and  rhythmic  clapping). 

Jody  Steiner,  the  woman  who  signed 
(ASL)  Fred’s  songs,  and  Felice  Shays,  who 
signed  for  Heather,  were  “poems,”  as  a 
friend  of  mine  would  say  when  faced  with 
something  or  someone  wonderful  she  just 
couldn’t  put  into  words.  (Maybe  “dances” 
would  be  better  here?) 

Fred’s  songs  usually  tell  true  (“more  or 
less”)  stories,  and  hopefully  they  have,  as  he 
put  it,  “impact.”  Heather’s  music  began 
with  the  blues  and  seduction,  and  hasn’t  lost 
touch.  What  I  personally  miss  in  much  of 
this  new  “folk”  issue-oriented  music  is 
more  recognition  that  the  world  is  not  just 
made  up  of  good  folks  and  bad  folks,  nor  is 
a  person  always,  from  beginning  to  end, 
good  or  bad;  nor  is  a  particular  person 
(even)  at  a  given  moment  —  good  or  bad. 
The  “moral”  dimension  of  this  music  still 
seems  to  depend  for  some  of  its  “oomph” 
on  these  moralistic  stereotypes.  I’d  like  to 
hear  less  of  this  implicitly  “self-righteous” 
stereotyping  and  more  about  how  people 
change  and  are  complicated,  and  why.  I 
know  these  are  discouraging  times  and  a 
clear  and  simple  battle  cry  is  more  rousing; 
but  I  think  in  the  long  run  such  stereotypes 
stunt  our  growing  movements.  (As  Fred  put 
it,  commenting  on  the  “news”:  only  things 
that  can  be  said  briefly  and  simply  make 
“good  TV.”)  What  inspires  us  (puts 
warmth  into  us!)  are  the  stories  of  our  day- 
in-day-out  struggle  to  keep  from  going  crazy 
and  to  make  some  difference.  Those  stories 
want  more  telling. 
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